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HAF. I. 


An account of Mr Gamalie! Pickle. The diſpoſition of 
his Iſter deſcribed. He yields to her ſolicitations, and 
retires to the country. 


1 N a certain county of England, bounded on 


one ſide by the fea, and at the diſtance of one 
hundred miles from the metropolis, lived Gamal- 
iel Pickle, Eſq; the father of that hers whoſe ad- 
ventures we propoſe to record. He was the fon of 
a merchant in London, who (like Rome) from 
ſmall beginings, had raiſed himſelf to the higheſt 
honours of the city, and acquired a plentitul for- 


tune, though, to his inſinite regret, he died before 


it amounted to a Plum, conjuring his ton, as he 
reſpected the laſt injunctiog of à parent, to imitate 
his induſtry, and adhere to his maxims, until he 
mould have ade up; be Coles which was 
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2 lum conſiderably leſs than fifteen thouſand 
= ” pounds. 

* This pathetic remonſtrance had the deſired effect 
upon his repreſentative who {pared no pains to ful- 
fil the requeſt of the deceaſed; but exerted all the 
Capacity with which nature had endowed him, in 
a ſcries of efforts which, however, did not ſucceed: 
for by that time he had been fifteen years in trade, 
he found himſelf five thouſand pounds worle than 
he was when he firſt took poſſeſſionof his father's ef- 
fects: a circumſtance that affected him ſo nearly, 
as to detach his inclinations from buſineſs, and in- 
duce him to retire from the world, to ſome place 
where he might at leiſure deplore his misfortunes 
and, by frugality, ſecure himſelf from want, and 
the apprehenflons of a jail, with which his imagin= 
tion was inceſlantly haunted. Ile was often heard 
to expreſs his fears of coming upon the pariſh; and 
to bleſs God, that on account of his having been 
ſo long a houſekeeper, he was intitled to that pro- 
viſion. In ſhort, his talentswere not naturally ac- 
tive, and there was a fort of inconſiſtency in his 
character; for, with all the defire of amaſſing which 
any citizen could poſſibly entertain, he was encum- 


prevailed over every intereſted confideration, and 
e ven hindered him from profiting by that fingleneſs 
of apprehenſton and moderation of appetites, which 
have ſo frequently conduced to the acquifition of 
immenſe fortunes, qualities which he poffe ffed in a 
very remarkadle degree. Nature in all probability 
had mixed little or nothing iaflammable in his com- 
poiition; or, whatever feeds of exceſs ſhe might 


deſtroyed by the auſterity df his education. 


nate 


dered by a certain indolence and fluggiſhnefs that 


have ſown within bim, were effectually ſtifled and 


. 
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Tac (allies of his youth, far from being inordl- 
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nate or criminal, never exceeded the bound of that 
decent. jollity which an extraordinary pot, on e- 
traordinary occaſions, may be ſuppoſed to have pro- 


duced in a club of ſedate book-keepers, whoſe im 


aginations were neither very warm nor luxurian— 
Little ſubject to refined ſenlations, he was {carce e- 
ver diſturbed with violent emotions of any kind. 
The paſſion of love never interrupted his tranqvil- 
lity x and if, as Me Creech fays after Horace, 


Not to admire is all the art, Iknow, 
To make men happy, and to keep them fo, 


Mr Pickle was undoubtedly poſſeſſed of that invalu- 


able ſecret ;. at leaſt, he was never known to betray 


the fainteſt ſymptom of tranſport, except one even- 


ing at the club, where he obſerved, with ſome de- 
monſtrations of vivacity, that he had dincd upon a- 
delicate loin of veal. 
Nggwithſtanding this appearance of phlegm, he 
could not help feeling his diſappointments in trade 


and upon the failure of a certain under-writer, by 


which he loſt five hundred pounds, declared his 
deſign of relinquiſhing buſinets, and retiring to the 
country. In this reſolution he was comforted and 


| encouraged by his only ſiſter Mrs Grizzle, who had 


managed is family ſince the death of his tather, 


and was now in the thirtieth year of her maider hood, 
with a fortune of five thouſand pounds, and a large | 


ſtock of „ devotion. 
Theſe qualifica 


ns, one would think, might 


have been the means of abridging the term of her 
celibacy, as ſhe never expreſfed any averſisn to- 
wedlock ; but it feems ſhe was too delicate in her 
choice, to find a mate to her jaclination in the ci- 
* for I cannot ſuppoſe that ſhe remained ſo lodg/s 
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unſolicited; though the chacms of her perſon were 
not altogether enchanting, nor her manner over 
and above agreeable, Excluſive of a very wanſuot 
to call it fallow) complexion, which perhaps was 
the effect of her vir ginity and mortification, the had 
a caſt in her eyes that was not at all engaging, and 
ſudh an extent of mouth, as no art or aflec tion could 
coutract into any proportiohable dimenfion, then 
her picty was rather peeviſh than reſigned, and did 
not in the leaſt Ciminiſh a certain ſtatelineſs in her 
de meanour and converſation, t Lat delighted in com- 
municating the importance and honour of her fa- 
mily, which, by the bye, was not to be traced two 
generations back, by all the power of heraldry or 
tradition. | 

She ſeemed to have renounced all the ideas ſhe 
had acquired before her father ſerved the office 
of ſheriff; and that zra which regulated the dates 
of all her obſervations, was the mayoralty of her 
papa. Nay, ſo ſolicitous was this good lady for the 
tupport and propogation of the family-nameMhor, 
ſuppreſſing every felſiſh motive, ſhe actually pre- 
vaiied upon her brother to combat with his own diſ- 
poſition, and even ſurmount it to far, as to declare 
2 pafſion for the perſon whom he afterwards wed- 
ded, as we ſhall ſee in the fequel. Indeed, ſhe 
was the ſpur that inſtigated him in all his extraor- 
dinary undertakings; and I queſtion whether or 
not he would haye been able to diſengage himſelf 
trom that courſe of lite in which he had ſo long 
mechanically moved, unleſs head been rouzed and 
actuated by her inceffant ezhortatiogs. London, 
the obſerved, was a receptacle of i iuquity, where 


an honeſt unſuſ pecting man was every day in danger 
_ of falling a ſacrifice to craft; where innocence was 


expoſed to continual temptations, and virtue eter- 
; nally 
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nally perſecuted by malice and flinder; where every 
thing was ruled by caprice and corr aption and me- 
rit utterly difcour aged and deſpiſed. This laſt im- 
putation ſhe pronounced with ſach emphaſis and 
chagrin, as plainly denoted how tar ſhe conſidered 
herſelf as an<$amnyle of what ſhe had ad Anced: and 
really the charge was juſtiazd by the conſtructions 
that were put upon her retreat by her female friends 
who, far from imputing it to the laudable motives 
that induced her, infiQua:edz-1n ſarcaſtic commen- 
dations, that ſhe had good reaſon to be diſſatisfied 
with a place where ſhe had been to long overlooked 
and that ir wu certainly her wiſeſt courie to make 
her laſt effort in the country, where, in all pr obabi; 
lity, her talents would be leis . and her tor- 
tune more attractive. 

Be this as it will, her admonitions, tho? gf were 
powerful enough to convince, would have been in- 
ſuſſicient to overcome the languor and vis inertiæ 
of her brother, had ſhe not reintorced her argum- 
eats, by calling in queſtion the credit of two or three 
merchants, with whom he was embarked in trade. 

Alaimed at theſe hints of intelligence, he exerted 
himſelf effectually, he withdrew his money trom 
trade, and laying it out in Bank-ftock and India- 
boads, removed to a houſe in the country, which 
his father had built near the ſea-ſide, for the con- 
venience of carrying on a certain branch of traffic 
in which he had been deeply concerned. * 

Here then Mr Pickle fixed nis habitation for life 
in the ſix - and-thirtieth year of his age; and though 
the pangs he felt at parting with his intimate com- 
panions and quitting all his former connections, were 
not quite ſo keen as to produce any dangerous dif- 
order in his conſtitution, he did not faji to be ex- 
tremely diſconcerted at his Rcſt entrance into a ſcene 

of 
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of life to which he was totally a ſtranger. Not but 
that he met with abundaace of people in the coun. 
try, who, in conſideration of his fortune, courted 
his acquaintance, and breathed nothing but friend. 
ſhip and haſpitality ; yet even the trouble of rectiv= 
ing and returning theſe civilities, was an iatolerable 
fatigue to a man of his habits and diffoſition. He 
therefore left the care of the ceremonial to his ſiſter 
who indulged herſelf in all the pride of formality, 
whilc he himſelf, having made a diſcovery of a pu- 


- blic houle in the neighbourhood, went thither every 


evening, and enjoyed his pipe and cann; being ver 
well ſatisfied with the behaviour of the landlorq, 
whoſe communicative temper was a great comfort. 
to his on taciturnity; for he ſhunned all ſuperflui— 
ty of ſpeech, as much as he avoided any other un- 
neceſſary expence. | 


CHAP. IL 


4 . 


He is made acquainted with the charatters of Commod- 
ore Trunnion and his adherents; meets with them 
by accident, and contratts an intimacy with that 
commander. | 


1 loquacious publican ſoon gave him ſket- 


ches ot all the characters in the county; and, 


among others, deſcribed that of his next neighbour 
Commodore 'Trunnion, which was altogether ſin- 


gular and odd. The Commodore and your wor- 


ſhip {ſaid he) willza a hort time be hand and glove; 
he has a power of money; and ſpends like à prince 


chat is, in his own way — for to be ſure he is a 
little. humourſome, as the ſaying is, and fwrars 
5 woundily; 
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woundily; though Pll be ſworn he means no more 
harm than a ſucking babe. Lord help us, it will do 
your honour's heart good to hear him tell a ſtory 
as how he lay alon-gtide of the French yard-arm and 
yard-armboard and board; and of heaving graplings 
and ſtink pots and grap'd and round and doublchead 
edpatridges, crows and carters, — Laud have mercy 
upon us | he has been a great warrior in kis time, 
and loſt an eye and a heel in the ſervice—'t hen he 
does not live like any other chriſtian andman ; hut 


| keeps garriſon in his houſe as if he were {1 ihe midlk 


of his enemies, and makes ſervants turn 013 in the 
night, watch and watch (as he calls it) all tne year 
round. His habitation is defended by a dich over 
which he has laid a draw-bridge, and planted bis 
court-yard with patererocs continually loaded with 
ſhort, under the direction of one Mr Hatchway, who 
had one of his legs ſhot away, while he acted as 
lieutenant on board of the commo«ore's thip, and 


no being on half. pay, lives with him as Eis com- 


panion. The lieutenant is a very brave man, 2 great 
joker, and, as the ſaying is, hath gor the length of 
his commander's foot, —- Though he has another fa— 
vourite in the houſe, called Tom Pipes, that was his 
boatſwain's mate, and now keeps the lervants in 
order. Tom is a man of few words, but an excels 
lent hand at a ſong, concerning the boatfwain's 
whiſtle, huſslecap, and ghuck-<tarthing—therc is 
not ſuch another pipe in the county—d0 that the 
commodore lives very happy in his own manner; tho? 
he be ſometimes thrown info perilous pailions and 
quandaries, by the application of his poor kinſmen 
whom he can't abide, becauſe as how fome of them 
were the firit occaſion of his going to fea, Then 
he {weats with agony at the ſight of an attorney: 
juſt for all the world, as ſome people have an anti- 


paihy 
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pathy ata cat; for it ſeems he was once at law for 
{ſtriking one of his officers, and caſt in a ſwinging 
ſum. He is, moreover exceedingly afflicted with 
goblins that diſturbed his reſt, and keep fuch a 
racket in his houſe, that you would think (God 
bleſs us !) all the devils in hell had broke looſe up- 
on him. It was no longer ago than laſt year, about 
this time, that he was tormented the live lang night 
by two miſchievous ſpirits that got into his chame 
ber, and played a thonfaud pranks about his ham- 
mock, (for there is not one bed within his walls.) 
Well, Sir, he rung his bell, called up all his ſervants 
got lights, and made a thorough (earch ; but che 
devil a goblin was to be found. He had no ſoon- 
er turned in again, and the reſt of the family 
gone to ſleep, th in the foul fiends began their game 
anew. The commodore got up inthe dark, drew, 


| *. his cutlaſs, and attacked them both to mantully, 
js that, in five minutes, every thing ia the apartment 
1 * went to pieces. The lieutenant hearing the noiſe, 


- came to his aſſiſtance; and Tom Pipes being told 
| | what was the matter, lighted his match, and going 
| {+ down to the yard, fired all the patereroes as ſignals 
% of diſtrels. Well, to be ſure, the whole pariſh was 
mY in a pucker : ſome thought the French had landed; 
others imagined the commodore's houſe was beſet 
by thieves : for my own part, I called up two dra- 
go0ns that are quartered upon me; and they ſwore 
with deadly oaths, it was a gang of ſmugglers enga- 
ged with a party of their regiment that lies in the 
next village; and mounting their horſes like luſty 
fellows, rode up into the country as falt as their 
beaſts could carry them. Ah, Matter! theſe are 


hard times, when an induſtrious body cannot earn 
his bread without fear of the gallows. Your lord- 
ſhip's father (God reſt his ſoul © was a good gentle- 

| man, 
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man, and as well reſpected in this pariſh as e'er a 
he that walks upon neat's leather. And if your ho- 
nour ſhould want a parcel of fine tea, or a few an- 
chors of right Nantz, Ill be bound you ſhall be fur- 
niſhed to your hearts content. But, as I was ſay- 
ing, the hubbub continued until morning, when 
the parſon being ſent for, conjured the ſpirits into 
the Red Sea, and the houſe has been pretty quiet 
ever ſince. True it is, Mr Hatchway makes a mock 
of the whole affair; and told his commander, in 
this very blefled ſpot, that the two gobblins were 
no other than a couple of jack-daws which had fal- 
len down the chimney, and made a flapping with 
their wings up aud down the apartment. But the 
commodore, who is very choleric, and does not 
like to be jeered, fell into a main high paſſion, and 
ſtormed Hke a perfect hurricane, ſwearing, that he 
knew a devil from a jack daw as well as e'er a man 
in the three kingdoms. He owned, indeed, that 
the birds were found, but denied that they were 
the occaſion of the uproar. For my own part, Maſ- 
ter, I believe much may be ſaid on both ſides of the 
queſtion: tho”, to be ſure, the devil is always going 
about, as the ſaying is.” | 

This circumſtantial account, extraordinary as it 
was never altered one feature in the countenance of 
»Mr Pickle, who having heard it to an end, took 
the pipe from his mouth, ſaying, with a look of in- 
finite ſagacity and deliberation, *©* I do ſuppoſe he 
is of the Corniſh Trunnions. What ſort of a wo- 


man is his ſpouſe ?” Spouſe! (cried the other,) odds 
heart ! I don't think he would matry the queen of 
Sheba. Lack-a-day ! Sir, he won't ſuffer his own 
maids to lic in the garriſon, but turns them into an 
out-houſe, every night before the watch is ict. Bleſs 
your honour's ſoul; he is, as it were, a very * 
1 kind 
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kind of a gentleman. Your Worſhip would have 
ſeen him before now; for when he is well, be and 
my good Mr Hatchway come hither every evening, 
and drink a couple of canns of rumbo a-piece; but 
he has been confined to his houſe this fortnight by 
'a plaguy fit of the gout, which, Pl aſſure your wor- 
ſhip, is a good penny out of my pocket, 

At that inſtant, Mr Pickle's ears were ſaluted with 
ſuch a ſtrange noiſe, as even diſcompoſed the muſe. 
cles of his face, which gave immediate indications 
of alarm. This compoſition of notes at firſt reſem- 
bled the crying of quails, and croaking of bull-frogs 
but as it approached nearer, he could diſtinguiſh ar- 
ticulate ſounds pronounced with great violence, in 
ſueh a cadence as one would expect to hear from a 
human creature ſcolè ing through the organs of an 
aſs. It was neither ſpeaking nor braying, but a 
ſurpriſing mixture of both, employed in the utter- 
ance of terms abſolutcly unintelligible to our wond- 
ering merchant, who had juſt opened his mouth to 
expreſs his curioſity, when the landlord, ſtartin 
up at ꝛhe well-known found, cried, * Odds nig- 
gers there is the commodore with his company, as 
iure as I live;“ and with his apron bega. to wipe 
the duſt of an elbow chair placed at one ſide of the 
fire, and kept ſacred for the eaſe and convenience 
of this infirm comander. While he was thus oc- 
cupied, a voice ſtill more uncouth than the former 
bauled aloud, Ho! the houſe a hoy!” upon 
which the publican clapping an hand to each fide 
of his head, with his thumbs fixed on his cars, re- 
bellowed in the ſame tone, which he had learned 
to imitate, Hilloah. The: vioce again exclaimed; 
Have you got any attornies aboard ?” and when the 
landlord replied, No, no;“ this man of ſtrange ex- 
pecta tion came in, ſupported by his two dependants 
| and 


* 
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and diſplayed a figure every way anſwerable to the 
oddity of his character. He was in ſtature at leaſt 
ſix feet high, though he had contracted an habit of 
ſtooping, by living to long on board ; his complex- 
ion was tawny, and his aſpect rendered hideous by 
a large ſcar acroſs his noſe, and a patch that cover- 
ed the place of an eye. Being ſcated in his chair, 
with great formality the landlord complimented him 
upon his being able o come abroad again; and hav- 
ing, in a whiſper, communicated the name of his 
fellow-gueſt, whom the commodore already knew 


by report, went to prepare, with all imaginable diſ- 


patch, the firſt allowance of his favourite liquor in 


three ſeparate canns, (for each was accommodated 


with bis own portion apart;) while the lieutenant 
ſat down on the blind fide of his commodore, and 
Tom Pipes, knowing his diſtance, with great mo- 


deſty took his ſtation in the rear. After a pauſe of 


ſome minutes, the converſation was begun by this 
ferocious chief, who, fixing his eye upon the lieu- 
tenant with a ſternneſs of countenance not to be 
deſcribed, addreſſed him in theſe words, D-—n 
my eycs, Hatchway, I always took you to be a bet- 
ter ſeaman than to overſeat our chaiſe in ſuch fair 
weather. Blood ! did'nt I tell you we were running 

bump aſhore, and bid you ſet in the lee-brace, and 
haul upon a wind?“ © Yes, replicd the other with 
an arch ſneer, I do confeſs as how you did give ſuch 
orders, after you had run us foul of a poſt, ſo as 

that the carriage lay along, and could not right her- 

ſelf.” I run you foul ofa poſt! cried the command- 
er; d—r my heart! you are a pretty dog, an't you 

to tell me ſo aboveboard to my face? Did I take 

charge of the chaiſe? Did I ſtand at the helm?“ 

„No, (anſwered Hatchway," I muſt confeſs you 

did not ſteer; but howſomever, you cunned all the 

i B . Way, 
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are informed, that Admiral Bower will very foon 


— 


way, and fo, as you could not ſee how the land lay 
being blind of your larboard eye, we were faſt aſhore 
before you knew any thing of the matter. Pipes 
(who ſrood abaft) can teſtify the truth of what I 
ſay.” © D—n my limbs! reſumed the commodo- 
re, I don't value what you or Pipes ſay a rope- yarn. 
You're a couple of mutinous—PlI ſay no more; 
but you ſhan't run your rig upon me, Damn ye, I 
am the man that learn'd you, Jack Hatchway, to 
ſplice a rope, and raiſe a perpendicular,” 

The lieutenant, who was perfectly well acquaint- 
ed with, the trim of his captain, did not chuſe to 
carry on the altereation any farther ; but, taking 
up his cann, drauk to the health of the ſtranger, 
who very courteouſly returned the compliment wich- 
out, however, preſuming to join in the converſation 
which ſuffered a conſiderable pauſe. During this 
interruption, Mr Hatchway's wit diſplayed fel in 
ſeveral practical jokes upon the commodore, with 
whom, he knew, it was dangerous ta tamper in any 
other way. Being without the ſphere of his viſion 
he ſecurely pilfered his tobacco, drunk his rumbo, 
made wry faces, and (to uſe the vulgar phraſe, co- 
cked his eye at him, to the no ſmall entertainment 
of the ſpectators, Mr Pickle himſelf not excepted, 
who gave evident tokens of uncommon ſatisfaction 
at the Jexterity of this marine pantomime. | 

Mcanwhile the captain's choler gradually ſubſid- 
ed, and hewas pleaſed to deſire Hatchway, by the 
familiar and feiendly diminutive of Jack, to read a 
news- paper that Jay on the table before him. This 
talk was accordingly undertaken by the lame lieu- 
tenant, who among other paragraphs, read that 
which follows, with an elevation of voice that ſeem- 
ed to prognoſticate ſomething extraordinary: ** We 
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be created a Britiſh pcer, for his eminent ſervices 
during the war, particularly in his late engagement 
with the French fleet.“ Prunnion was thunduritruck 
at this piece of intelligence. I he mug dropt tremn 
his hand, and ſhivered into a thoufand pieces; his 
ere gliſtened like that of a rattle-ſnake, and fome 
r uutes elapſedbefore he could pronounce, ** Avalt, 
2ver haul that article again.” It was no foonucr read 
the ſecond time, than ſmiting the table with his fitt, 
he ſtarted up, and with the moit violent emphaiis 
of rage and indignation, exclaimed, “ D—n m 
heart and liver! tis a land lie, d'ye ye ſec; and 
will mantain it to be a lie, from the ſprit-{ail-yard 
to the mizen top-ſail haulyards ! Blood and thunder! 
Will. Bower a Peer of this realm! a fellow of yeſ- 
terday, that ſcarce knows a maſt from a manger z 4 
ſnotty-noſe boy, whom I myſelf have ordered to the 


gun ror itcating eggs out of the len-coops þ and I, 


Hawſer Trunnion, who commanded a ſhip before 
he could keep a reckoning, am laid aſide, d'ye fce 
and forgotten? If ſo be, as this be the cle, there 
is a rotten plank in our conſtitutlon, which onghe 
to be hove down and repaired, damn my cee For 
my own part, d'ye ſce, I was none of your Guinea 
pigs; I did not rile in the ſervice by parliamen— 
tecring intereſt,or a handſome bitch of a wife. I was 
not hoiſted over the bcllics of better men, nor ſtrut- 
ted athwart the quarwr-decl: in a laced doublet 

and thingumbobs at the wriſts. Dama my limbs 
I have been a hard working man, and ſerved all 
offices on board, from cyvok's thiftzr to the com- 
mand of a veſlel. Here, yon 'Funanely, there's the 
band of ſcaman, you dog” So faying he laid hold 
on the landlord's fiſt, and honoured him wich ſuch 
a ſqueeze, as compelled him to roar with great vo- 


cifcration, to the infinite latisfaction of the commo- 


L 3 dore, 
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dore, whoſe features were a little unbended, by 
this acknowledgment of his vigour; and he thus 
proceeded in a leſs outrageous ſtrain : © They make 
a damn'd noiſe about this engagement with the 
French; but, agad! it was no more than a bum- 
boat battle, in compariſon with ſome that I have 
ſeen. There was old Rook and Jennings, and anov- 
ther, whom FI ll be damn'd before I name, that knew 
what fighting was. As for my own fhare, d'ye ſee, 
I am none of thoſe that hollow in their own com- 
mendation : but if ſo be that I were minded toſtand 
my own trumpeter, ſome of thoſe little fellows that 
hold theic heads ſo high, would be taken all back, 


- as the ſaying is; they would be aſhamed to ſhew 


their colours, d—n my eyes ! I once lay eight glaſ- 
ſes along-ſide of the Fleur de Lous, a French man 
of war, though her metal was heavier, and her 
compliment larger by an hundred hands than mine. 
You, Jack Hatchway, damn ye what d'ye grin at? 
D'ye think I tell a ſtory, becauſe you never heard 
it before?” 

« Why, look ye, Sir, (anſwered the lieutenant 
I am glad to find you can ſtand your own trumpets 
er, on occaſion ; thof I with you would change the 
tune, for that is the ſame you have bean piping every 


day for theſe ten months paſt. Tunnely himſelf 


will tell you, he has heard it five Lundred times.“ 
„ God forgive you, Mr Hatchway, ſaid the land- 
lord, interrupting him; as I'm an honeſt man and 
a houſekeeper, I never heard a ſyllable of the mat- 
ter. 

This declaration, though not ſtricly true, was ex- 


tremely agreeable to Mr Trunnion, who, with an 


air of triumph, obſerved, ** Ah! Jack, I thought 
I ſhould bring you up, with your gibes and your 
jokes; but ſuppole you had heard ut before, is that 
4 any 
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any reaſon why jt ſhouldiyt be told to another per- 
foa ? There's the ſtranger, belike he has heard ir 
five hundred times too; han't ye brother?“ ad- 
dreſling himfelf to Mr Pickle, who, replying with 
a look expreſſing curiotity, ** No, never ;” he thus 
went on:“ Well, you ſcem to be an honeſt, quiet 
fort of a man; and therefore you muſt know, ag 
I ſaid before. I fell in with a French man of war, 
Cape Finiſterre bearing about ſix leagues on the wea- 
ther bow, and the chace three leagues to the heu- 
ard, going before the wind: wherenpon I ſet my 
ſtudding fails, and coming up with her hoiſted my 
jack and enſign, and poured in a whole broadſide 
before you could count three rattlins in the mizen 
ſhrouds ; for I always keep a good lock out, and 
love to have the firſt fire.” “ That Vil be ſworn, 
ſaid Hatchway ; for the day we made the 'I*rinmpl, 
you ordered the men to tire when ſhe was hull-to, 
by the ſame token we below pointed the guns ata 
fight of gulls ; and I won a cann of punch from the: 
gunner, by killing the tirſt bird.“ Exaſpcrated at 
this farcaſm, he replied with greatvehcmence. You 
lie, lubber | d—n your bones ! what buſineſs have 
you to come always athwart my hauſc in this man- 
ner? You Pipes, was upon deck, and can bear wit- 
neſs, whether or not I fired too ſvos. Speak youu 
blood of a, and that upon the word ofa icaman 
how did the chace bear of us when I gave orders to- 
fire?“ 

Pipes, who had hitherto fat ſilent, being thus cal- 
led upon to give evidence, after diverſe ſtrange geſ- 
ticulations, opened his mouth like a gaſping cod, 
and with a cadence like that of the caſt wind Hanging 
through a cranny, pronounced,“ Halt a quarter 
of a league right upon our Jeebeam.” “ Nearer, 
you a ſwab (cried the commodore) 


NCAarecr 


10 THE ADVENTURES OF 


nearer by twelve fathom : bnt howſomever, that's 
enough to prove the falizhood of Hatchway's jaw 
—and ſo, brother, d'ye ſee, (turning to Mr Pick. 
le) I lay along-fide of the Fleur de Lous, yard-arm, 
and yard- arm, plying our great guns and {wall arms, 
and heaving in ſtink- pots, powder- bottles, and hand- 
grenades, till our ſhot was all expended, double-head- 
ed, partridge and grape: then we loaded with igon 
crows, marline ſpikes, and old nails; but finding 
the Frenchman took a great dealof drubbiug, and 
that he had ſhot away ali our rigging, and killed 
and wounded a great number of our men, dy'e ſee, 
I reſolved to run him on board upon his quarter, 
and ſo ordered our grapplings to be got ready ; 
but Monſieur perceiving what we were about, fill- 
ed his topſails and ſheered off, leaving us like a 
log upon the water, and our ſcuppers running with 
blood.” £ 

Mr Pickle and the landlord paid ſuch extraordi- 
nary attention to the rehearſal of this exploit, that 
Frunnion was encouraged to entertain them with 
more ſtories of the ſame nature, after which he 
obſerved, by way of encomium on the Govern— 
ment, that all he had gained in the ſervice was a 
lame foot and the loſs of an eye. 

The lieutenant, who could not find. in his heart 
to loſe any opportunity of being witty at the ex- 
pence of his commander, gave a looſe to his ſatiri- 
cal talent once more, ſaying, “ I have heard, as 
how you came by your lame foot by having your 
upper decks overſtowed with liquor, whereby you 
became crank, and rolled, d'ye fee, in ſuch a man- 
ner, that by a pitch of the ſhip your ſtarboard heel 
was jammed in one of the ſcuppers ; and as for the 
matter of your eye, that was knocked out by your 
own crew when the Lightning was paid off: there's 

N poor 


poor Pipes, who was beaten into all the colours 
the rainbow tor taking your part, and giving you 
time to ſheer off; and I don't find as how you have 
reward-<d him according as he deicrver” As the 
commodore could not deny the truth ot theſe anec- 
dotes, however unſcalonably they were introduced, 
he affected to receive them with good humour, as 


Jokes of the lieutenant's own inventing, and repli- 


ed,“ Ay, ay, Jack, every body kaows your tongue 
is no flander, but, howlomever, I'!l work you to 
an oil for this, you dog.” 80 laying, he litted up 
one of his crutches, intending to lay it gently a— 
croſs Mr Hatchway's pate; but Jack, wiih great 
agility, tilted up his wooden leg, with which he 
warded off the blow, to the no {mall admiration of 
Mr Pickle, and utter aſtoniſhment of the landlord, 
who, by-the-bye, had expreſſed the tame amazc= 
ment, at the fame feat, at the ſame hour, every 
night for three months before. Trunnion then 
directing his eye to the boat-ſwain's mate, “ You, 
Pipes, (ſaid he) do you go about and tell people 
that I did notreward you tor ſtanding by me, when 
I was huſsled by thoſe rebellious rapſcallious? dama 
you, ha'n't you been rated on the books ever fince?” 
Tom, who indeed had no words to ſpare, fat ſmok- 
ing his pipe wich great indifference, and never drea- 
med of paying any regard to theſe interrogations, 
which being repeated and reiniorced with many. 
oaths that however produced no effect, the com- 
modore pulled out his purſe, ſaying, Here, you 
bitch's baby, here's ſomething better than a ſmart 
ticket,” and threw it at his ſilent delivercr, who re- 
ceived and pocketed his bounty, without the leaſt 
demonſtration of ſurpriſe or ſatisfaction; while. 
+ the donor, turning to Mr Pickle, „Lou ice bro. 


ther, (ſaid he) I make. good the old ſaying, We 
| lailors 
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ſailors get money like horſes, and ſpend it like 
aſſes. Come, Pipes, let's have the boat-ſwain's 
whiſtle, and de jovial.” 1 his muſician according- 
ly applied to his mouth the ſilver inſtrument that 
hung at a button- hole of his jacket, by a chain of 
the ſame metal, and though not quite ſo raviſhing 
as the pipe of Hermes, produced a ſound fo load 
and ſhrill, that the ſtranger (as it were inſtinctive- 
ly) ſtopped his ears, to preſerve his organs of 
hearing from ſuch a dangerous invaſica. I he pre- 
lude being thus executed, Pipes fixed his eyes upon 
the egg of an oftrich that depended from the ceil- 
ing, and without once moving them from that ob- 
ject, per formed the whole cantata in a tone of voice 
that ſeemed to be the joint iflue of an Iriſh bag- 
pipe and a fow-gelder's horn; the commodore, the 
licutenant, and landlord joined in the chorus, re- 
peating this elegant ſtanza, ( 


Buſtle, buſtle, brave boys! 

Let us ſing, let us toil, 

And drink all the while, 

Since labour's the price of our joys. 


The third line was no ſooner pronounced, than 
the cann was lifted to every man's mouth with ad- 
mirable uniformity ; and the next word taken up 
at the end of their draught with a twang equally 
expreſſive and harmonious. In ſhort, the compa- 
ny began to underſtand one another; Mr Pickle 
ſeemed to reliſh the entertainment, and a corre- 
ſpondence immediately commenced between him 


rand Trunnion, who ſhook him by the hand, drank 


to further acquaintance, and even invited him to a 
meſs of pork and peaſe in the garriſon. The com- 
pliment was returned, good tellowſhip prevailed, 
BY aud 
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and the night was pretty far advanced, when the 
merchant's man arrived with a lanthorn to light 
his maſter home; upon which the new friends part- 
ed, after a mutual promiſe of meeting next even- 
ing in the. fame place. 


. 


Mrs Grizzle exerts herſelf in finding a proper match 
fer her brother ; wha is accordingly introduced to 
the young lady, whim he marries in due ſeaſon. 

] Have been the more circumſtantial in opening 

the charcter of Irunnion, becauſe he bears a 
conſiderable ſhare in th< courle of thete memoirs; 
but now it is high time to reſume the conſideration 
of Mrs Grizzle, who, fince her arrival in the coun» 
try, had been engroſſed by a double care, namely, 
that of finding a ſuitable match for her brother, 
and a comfortable yoke-tellow for herſelf. 

Neither was this aim the reſult of any finiſter or 

frail ſuggeſtion, but the pure dictates of that lau- 

dable ambition, which prompted her to the preſer- 
vation of the family name. Nay, ſo diſintereſted 
was ſhe in this purſuit, that, poſtponing her ncar- 
eſt concern, or at leaſt leaving her own fate to the 
filent operation of her charms, ſhe laboured with 
ſuch indefatigable zeal in behalf of her brother, 
that before they had been three months ſettled in 
the country, the general topic of converſation in 
he neighbourhood, was an intended match be- 
tween the rich Mr Pickle and the fair Miſs Apple- 
by, daughter ofa gentleman who lived in the next 


pariſh, and who, though he had but iitle fortune, 
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to beſtow upon his chiidren, had (to uſe his own 


phraſe) repteniſhed their veins with ſome of the 
beſt blood in the country, s 
This young lady, whoſe character and diſpoſition 
Mrs Grizzle had inveſtigated to ber own ſuatisfacti- 
on, was deſtined for the ſpouſe of Mr Pickle, and 
an overture accordingly made to her father, who 
being overjoyed at the propofal, gave his conſent 
without heſitation, and even recommended the im- 
mediate execution of the project with ſuch eager- 
neſs, as feemed to indicate either a ſuſpicion of Mr 
Pickle's conſtancy, or a diflidence of his own 
daughter's complexion, which, perhaps, he thought 
too fanguine, to keep much longer cool. The pre- 
vious point being thus ſettled, our merchant, at 
the inſtigation of Mrs Grizzle, went to viſit his fu- 
ture father-in-law, and was introduced to the 
daughter, with whom he had, that ſame afternoon 
an opportunity of being alone. What paſſed i 
thar interview I never could learn, though, from 
the character of the ſuitor, the reader may juſtly 
conclude, that ſhe was not much teized with the 
impertinence of his addreſſes. He was not, I be- 
lie ve, the leſs welcome for chat reaſon : certain it 
is, the made no objection to his taciturnity, and 
when her father communicated his reſolution, ac- 
quieſced with the moſt pions refignation. But Mrs 
Grizzle, in order to give the lady a more favoura- 
ble idea of his intellects than what his converſation 
could poſlibly in{pire, was refolved to dictate a let- 
ter, which her brother ſhould tranſcribe and trauſ- 
mit to his miſtreſs, as the produce of bis own un- 
derſtandiag; and had actually compoſed a very ten- 
der billet for this purpoſe; yet her intention was 
entirely fruſtrated by the miſapprehenſion of the 
lover himſelf, who in conſequence of his ſiſter's re- 


peated 


— 
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peated admonitions, anticipates her ſcheme, by 
writing tor himſelf, and diſpatching the letter one 
afternoon, while Mrs Grizzle was viſiting at the 
parion's. | | 
Neither was this ſtep the effect of his vanity or 
precipitation; but having been oftea aſſured by his 
lifter, that it was abſolutely neceſlary tor him to 
make a declaration of his love in writing, he took 
this opportunity of acting in conformity with her 
advice, when his imagination was unengaged or 
undiſturbed by any other ſuggeſtion, without ſuſ- 
peCting in the leaft that ſhe intended to ſave him 
the trouble of exerciſing his own genius. Left 
therefore, as he imagined, to his own inventions, 
he fat down and produced the following morceau. 
which was tranſmitted to Mrs Appleby, before his 


ſiſter and counſellor had the leaſt intimation of the 
affair. . 

| Miſs SALLY APPLEBY. 

{ Madam, ; 

1 T TNderſtanding you have a parcel of heart war- 
l U ranted found, to be diſpoſed of, ſhall be 
1 willing to treat for ſaid commodity, on reaſonable 
4 terms; doubt not, ſhall agree for fame ; fhall wait 
1 of you for further information, when and where 
5 you ſhall appoint. This the needful from. 

. 8 Yours, Ac. 

Q i 8 | | 
= = | The 
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This laconic epiſtle, ſimple and unadorned as it 
was, met. with as cordial a reception from the per- 
ſon to whom it was addreſſed, as if it had been 
couched in the moſt elegant terms that delicacy of 
paſſion and cultivated genius cquld ſupply : nay, I 
believe, was the more welcome, on account of its 
mercantile plainneſs; becauſe, when an advanta- 
geous match is in view, a ſenſible woman often con- 
fiders the flowery profeſſions and rapturous excla- 
mations of love, as enfnaring ambiguities, or at 
beſt impertinent preliminaries that retard the treaty 

they are deſigned to promote: whereas Mr Pickle 
removed all diſagreeable uncertainty, by deſcend- 
ing at once to the moſt intereſting particular. 

She had no ſooner, as a dutiful child, commu- 
| nicated this billet-doux to her facher, than he, as 
Ep: -- a careful parent, viſited Mr Pickle, and ia preſence 
| of Mrs Grizzle, demanded a formal explanation of 

| his ſentiments with regard to his daughter Sally. 
. Mr Gamaliel, without any ceremony, aſſured him 

| he had a reſpect for the young woman, and with 
his good leave, would take her for better for worſe. 
Mr Appleby, after having expreſſed his ſatisfacti- 
on that he had fixed his affections in his family, 
comforted the lover with the aſſurance of his being 


4 ] agreeable to the young lady; and they forthwith 
E proceeded to the articles of the marriage-ſettle- 
| Fs ment, which being diſcuſſed and determined, a 


lawyer was ordered to engroſs them; the wedding 
-cloathes were bought, and, in ſhort, a day was 
appointed for: the celebration of their nuptials, to 
| which every body of any faſhion in the neighbour- 
Vi hood was invited, Among theſe Commodore 
\ - , Trunnion and Mr Hatchway were not forgotten, 
#5 being the ſole companions of the bridegroom, with 
„ 2% whom 
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whom, by this time, they had contracted a fort of 77 
intimacy at their nocturnal rendezwous. 
- They hid received a previous intimation of what 
was on the anvil from the laudlord, before Mr 
Pickle though proper to declare himſelf; in con— 
ſequence of which. the topic of the one-eyed com- 
mander's diſcourſe at their meeting, for ſeveral e- 
venings before, had been the folly and plague of 
matrimony; on which he held torth with great 
vehemence of abuſe levelled at the ſair fex, whom 
he repreſented as devils incarnate, ſent from hell 
to torment mankind ; and, in particular, inveigh- 
ed againit old maids, for whom he feemed to en- 
rertain a ſingular averſion ; while his friend Jack 
confirmed the truth of all his allegations, and gra- 
tified his own malignant rein at the ſame time, by 
clenching every ſentence with a fly joke upon the 
married ſtate, built upon ſome allufion :o a ſhip or 
ieataring life. He compared a woman to a great 
gun loaded with fire, brimſtone, and noiſe, whic 
being violently heated, will bounce and fly, and 
Play the devil, if you don't take ſpecial care of her 
breechings. He ſaid the was like a hurricane that 
never blows from one quarter, but veers about to 
all points of the compals: he likened her to a 
painted galley curiouſly rigged, with a leak in her 
hold, which her huſband would never by able to 
itop. He obſerved, that her inclinations were like 
the Bay of Biſcay ; for why? becauſe you may 
beave your deep ſca- lead long enough, without e- 
ver reaching the bottom. That he who comes to 
anchor on a wife, may find himſelf moored in 
damn'd foul ground, and, after all, can't ſor his 
blopd flip his cable; and that for his own part, thof 
ne, might make fhort trips for paſtime, he would 
uc ver etabark in woman on the voyage of life, e- 
2 C cauſc F 
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cauſe he was afraid of foundering in the firſt foul 
weather. 92 

In all probability, theſe inſinuatiens made ſome 
impreſʒion on the mind of Mr Pickle, who was not 
very much inclined to run great riſks of any kind; 
but the injunctions and importunities of his ſiſter, 
who was bent upen the match, overbalanced the 
opinion of his fea-iriends, who finding him deter“ 
mined to marry, notwithſtanding alt the hints of 
canton they had thrown out, refoived te accept 
his invitation, and honoured his nvptiats with their 
preſence accoadingly, 


CHAP. iv. 


The behavicur of Mrs Grizzle at the wedding, with 
an account of the gui. 


Hope it will not be thought uncharitable, if I 
advance, by way of conjecture, that Mis Gr1z- 

2\e, on thys grand occaſion, ſummoned her whole 
cxertion, io play off the artillery of her charms, 
upon the lingle gentlemen who were invited to the 
entertainment: ture Iam, the diſplayed to the beſt 
advantage all the engaging-qualitics the poſteiled ; 
her aftabilicy at dinner was altogether ancommon, 
her attention tothe gueſts was ſupertluouſly hoſpi- 
table, her tongue was ſheathed with a moſt agreea- 
ble and infantine lifp, her addreſs was perfectly ob— 
liging ; and though, conſcious of the extraordi- 
nary capacity of her mouth, (ſhe would not ven- 
ture to hazard a laugh, the modelled her lips into 


an enchauting ümper, which played upon her 


countenance all day long: nay, ſhe even profited 
by that defect in her viſion we have already * 
4 ed, 
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ed, and ſecurely contemplated choſe teatures which 
were moſt to her likeing, while the rett of the 
company believed her regerds were ditpoted itn a 
quite contrary direction. With what humility of 
complaiſince did the receive the complinients vi 
thoſe who could not help praiting the elegance ot the 
banquet dad how pioutly did the ſeize that oppor- 
tunity of commemorating ihe honours of her ro, 
by obterving that it was no merit in her to under— 
tand ſomething of entertainments, as ſhe had oc 
caſion to piclide at fo many during the mayoralty 
ot her papa! Far from di:covcring the leatt fy mp- 
tom of pride and cxuliation, when the opulcaccot 
her lamily, became the fubjechof converſation, the 
atluamcd a leverity of covmenance ; and alter hav- 
ing moralized on the vanity of riches, declared, 
that thoſe who looked uponlicr as a fortune, were 
very much wilt.ken ; for her father had left her no 
more thau five thouland pounds, which with what 
little the had laved of the intereſt tince his death, 
was all the had to depend upon: indeed, it the had 
placed her chief teligity in wealth, the thould not 
have been ſo torward in. deſtroying her own expec- 
tations, by advifting and promoting the event at 
which they were now lo happily aſlembled; bur the 
hoped ſhe ſhould always have virtue enough to 
poltpone any intereſted conſiderations, when ir 
ſhould happen to clach wich the happineſs of her 
friends. Finally, ſuch was her modeſty and {elf- 
denial, that ſhe induſtriouſly informed thoſe whom 
it might concern, that the was no leſs than three 
years older than the bride; though ſhe added ton 
to the reckoning, ſhe would have committed no 
miſtake in point of computation, 
To contribute as much as Jay in her power to the 
ſatisfaQtion of all preſent, ſhe inthe afternoon re- 
| 2 galed 
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galed them with a tune on the harpſichord, accom- 


panied with her voice, which, though not the moſt 


melodious if the world, I dare ſay would have been 
equally at their ſervice, could ſhe have vied with 
Philomel in ſong; and as the laſt effort of her com- 
p ailarce, when dancing was propoſed, ſhe was pre- 
vaiied upon, at the requeſt ot her new ſiſter, to op- 
en the ball in perſon. 

Ia a word Mrs Grizzle was the principal figure 
in this feſtival, and almoſt eclipſed the bride, who 
far from ſeemiog to diſpute the pre-eminence, very 
wiſely allowed her to make the beſt of her talents 
contenting herſelf with the lot to which fortune had 
already called her, and wh'ch ſhe imagined would 
not be ihe lefs deſirable, if her ſiſter-in-law were 
detached from the family. : 

I believe I necd fearce advertiſe the reader, that, 
during this whole entertainment, the S nmodors 
and his lieutenant were quite out of their clement; & 
this, indeed, was the cate with the bridegroom him- 
ſelf, who being utterly unicquainted with any fort 
of polite commerce, found himſelf under a very 
diſagreeable reſtraint daring the whole ſcene. 

1runnicn who had fcarce ever been on ſhore till 
he was paid off, and never once in his whole life in 
the company of any females above the rank of thoſe 
who herd upon rhe point of Portſa:outh, was more 
embarraſied about his beha- iour than it he had 
been ſurounded at ſea by the whole French navy. 
He had never pronounced the word Madam ſince 
he was horn; to that far trom entering into conver- 
ſation with the ladies, he would not even retuin the 
compliment, or give the leaſt nod of civility &hen 
they drank to his health; and verily believe, would 
rather have {uftered ſuffocationthan allow the ſimple 
phraſe, jrur ſervant, to procced from J is r 
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He was altogether as inflexible with reſpec to the 
attitudes of his body; for either through obflinacy 
or baſhtulneſs, he ſat upright without motion, in- 
ſomuch that he provoked the mirth of a certain wag 
who, addefliag himſeif to the lieutenant, aited, 
whether that was the commodore himſelf, or the 
wooden lion thatuſed to ſtand at his gatæ? an im- 
age to which it muſt be owned, Mr Trunuion's 
perſon bore no faint rclemblance. 

Mr Htchway, who was not quite ſo unpoliſhed 
as the commodore, and dad certain notions that, 
ſeemed to approach the ideas of common lite, made 
a leſs uncouth appearance; but then he was a wit, 
and though of a very peculiar genius, partook lar. 
gely of that diſpoſition which is common to all wiis 
who never enjoy hemſelves, except when their tal- 
ents. meet with thoſe marks of diſtindtion aud 
veneration, Which {in their own opinion) they 
ant ſerve. 

Theſe circumſtances being premiled, it is not to 
be wondered at, if this triumvirate made no objec— 
tions to the propoſal, when ſome of the grave per- 
ſonages of the company made a motion for adjour— 
ning into another apartment, where they might en- 
Joy their pipes and bottles, while the young tolks, 
iadulged themſelves in the continuance of their own 
favonrite diverſion. Thus refcued, as it were, 


from a ſtate of annihilation, the-f.r{t uſe the two | 


lads of the caſtle made of their exiſtence, was to 
ply the bridegroom ſo hard with bumpers, that in 
leſs than” an hour he made divers efforts to fing, 
and ſoon after was carried to bed, deprived of all 
manner of tenſation, to the utter diſappointment of 
the bridemen and maids, who, by this accident, were 
prevented from throwing the ſtocking, and per- 
forming certain other certmorics practiſed on ſuch 


y C:3 coccuſions. 
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occaſtons. As for the bride, ſhe bore this misfor- 
tzine with great good- humour, and indeed, on all 
occauons, behaved like a diſcreet woman, perfectiy 
weil accquainted with the nature of her fituation. 


. V. 


Mrs Tickle aſſumes the reins af government in her aun 
Family; her ſiſter- in law undertakes an enterpriſe 
great moment; but is for ſome time diverted from 
ber pur paſe by a very intereſting conſideration. 


Hatever deference,not to ſay ſubmiſlion,ſhe 
had paid to Mrs Grizzle before ſhe was fo 
nearly allied to her family, the no ſooner became 

Mrs Pickle, than the thought it incumbent upon 

her to act up to the dignity ot the character; and 

the very day after the marriage, ventured to dit- 
pute with her fiſter-in-law on the ſubject of her own 
pedigree, which ſhe affirmed to be more honour- 
able in all reſpe&s than that of her huſbandg pbſer- 
ving, that ſeveral younger brothers of her houſe 

had arrived at the ſtation of Lord Mayor of Lond- | 
on, which was the higheſt pitch of greatneſs, that 
any of Mr Pickles predecchiors had ever attain- 

ed, 

This preſumption was like a thunderdolt to Mrs 
Grizzle, who began to perceive that the had not 
ſucceeded quite ſo well as ſhe imagined, in ſelecting 
for her brother a gentle and obedient yoke-tellow, 
who would always treat her with that profound reſ- 
pet which ſhe thought due to her ſuperior genius, 
and be cotirely Tis . her advice and direc. | 
9 tion; 3 
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tion: however, {he 4:1 continucd to manage the 
reins of government in the houſe, reprehending the 
ſervants as uſual; an oiice {he pertormed with great 
capacity, and in which ſhe fremed to take fingular 
delight, until Mrs Pickle, on p<ctence ot coniulting 
hcreafe, told her one day the would take that tro- 
uble upon herſelf, aud lor the future allume the 
management of her own family. Nothing could be 
more mortitying to Mrs Grizzle than ſuch a declan- 
ation, to Which, after a conſiderable pauſe, and 
ſtrange diſtortion of lovk, ſhe repiied, “ I ſhall 
never refuſe or cepine at any irouble that may con- 
duce ta my brother's advantage.” Dear Madam, 
(anſwered the fiſter, 1 am inhinitely obliged to your 
kind concern, for Mr Pickle's interett, which I con. 
fider as my own, but I cannot bear to ſce you a 
ſutterer by your friendthip; and therefore, inſiſt 
upon exempting you from the tatigee you have born. 
ſo long.” 
In vain did the other proteſt that ſhe took plea. 
fure in the taſk; Mrs Pickie atcribed the aflurance 
to her exceſs of complaitance, and expreſſed ſuch 
tenderneſs of z.al for her dear fatter's health and 
tranquillity, that the reluctant maiden tound her- 
ſelf obliged ro reſign her authority, without enjoys 
ing the lealt pretext tor complainiog of her being 
depoſed. f 8 
This difgrace was attended by a fit of peeviſh de- 
votion, that laſted three or tour wecks; during. 
which period, the had the additional chagrin of 
ſeeing the young lady gain an aafolute aſcendeney 
over the mind of her brother, who was perſuad- 
ed to ſet up a gay equipage, and improve his houſes 
keeping, by an augmentation in his expence, to the 
amount of a thouſand a- year at lea ; though this 
| . 8 151 alteration 
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alteration in the economy of his houſehold effected 
no change in his own diſpolicion, or manner of lite; 
for, ſoon as the painful ceremony of receiving and 
returning viſits was performed, he had recourie a- 
gain to the company of his ſea-friends, with whom 
he ſpent the beſt part of his time. But, i! he was 
ſatisfied with his condition, the cafe was otherwiſe 
with Mrs Grizzle, who ftnding her importance in 
the family greatly diminiſhed, her attractions ne— 
pleted by ail the male-fex in the neighbourhood, 
and the withering hand of time hang threatening 
over her head, begen to feel the horror of eternal 
virginity, and, iu-a tort of deſperarion, reſolved 
at any rate to reſcue herſelf from that reproachful 
and ur comfortable fitrnatiun. Thus determined, 
ſhe formed a plan, the execution of which, to a 
ſpirit le's enterpriſing aud ſufficicnt than her's would 
have appeared altoguiher impraéticable; this was 
no other than to make a conquelt ot the commo— 
dore's heart, which the reader will eaſily believe, 
was not very ſuſceptible of tender impreſſions; but, 
on the contrary, fortified with infenfibility and pre- 
judice againſt the charms. of the whole ſex, and 
particularly prepoſſeſſed to the prejudice of that 
claſs diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of old maids, 
in which Mrs Grizzle was, by this time, unhappi- 
ly ranked. She nevertheleſs took the field, and 
having inveſted this ſeemingly impregnable fortreſs, 
began to break gronnd one day, when 'Trunnion 
dined at her brother's, by ſpringing certain inſnar- 
ing commendations on the honeſty and fincerity of 
ſea-faring people, paying a particvlar attention to 
his plate, and affecting a ſimper of approbation at 
every thing he ſaid, which by any means ſhe could 
conſtrue into a joke, or with modeſty be ſuppoſed 
to hear ; nay, even when he left dedeney on the 

A | left 


, 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 33 
left hand (which was often the caſe), ſhe veatus d 


to reprimand his freedom ot+peech with a gracious 
grin, ſaying, “ Sure you gentlemen belonging to 
the fea have ſuch an odd way with you.” But all 
this complacency was ſo incitctual, that, far from 
ſuſpecting the rrue eauſe of it, the commodore, 
that very evening, at the club, in the preſence of 
her brother, with whom, by this tine, he could 
take any manner of treedom, did not ſeruple to 
damn her for a {quinting, block-taced, chattering 
pils-kitchen, aud i enden after drank deſpalt 
to all old maids. The toait Ny Dickie piedged with- 
out the leaſt heſitadon, aud ncatday, inimated to 
bis ſiſter, who bore the indignity with furpriſiag 
r-fgnation, and did not therefore defiit from her 
ſcheme, unpromiſing as it ſzemed to be, until her 
attention was called off, and engaged in another 
care, which, for ſome time interrupted the pro- 
greſs of this deſign. Heer lifter had not been mar- 
ricd many menths, when ſhe exhibited evident 
* ſymptoms of pregnancy, to the general {atisfaCtion 
of all concerned, and the INEXPre ſlible joy of Mrs 
Grizzle, who {as we have aircauy hinted) was more 
intereſted in the preſervation of the fawily- name, 
than in any other conſideration whatcver, Sha, 
therefore, no ſooner diſcovered oppearancys to juſ- 
tify and copfirm her hopes, than pottpening her 
own purpoſe, and laying aſide that pigue and re- 
ſentment ſhe had conceived from the behavigur 
of Mrs Pickle, wher, ſhe ſuperſeded ber authority; 
or perhaps, conſidering her in no other jightthan 
| that of the vehicle which contained, and was de- 
ſiined to convey her brother's heir to liz hr, the de- 
te rmined to exert her uttermeſt in nurdug, tende 
ing, and cheriſhing her, during the term of her 
unportant charge, With this view th» parchaied 
En Cuipepper' 8 
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pepper's Midwitery, which, with that ſagaci- 
owt performance dignificd with Ariſtode's name, 
ſhe ſtudied with indetatigable' care, aud diligen:ly 
peruſed rhe Compleat Houſewife, rogether with 
Quincy's Diſpentatory, culling every jeily, marma— 
lade aqd conſerve which theſe authors recommend 
as either ſalutary or toothſome, for the benetit and 
comfort of her liſter-in-law, during her geſtation. 
She reſtrifted her from eating roots, pot-herbs, 
fruit, and all ſorts of vegetables; and one day when 
Mrs Pickle had plucked a peach with her own 
hind, and was in the very act of putting it between 
her teeth, Mrs Grizzle perceived therath attempt, 
and running up to her, tell upon her knees in the 
garden, intreating her, with tears in her eyes to 
refilt ſuch a pernicious appetite. Her requeſt was 
no ſooner complicd with, than recolleGing that, it 
her ſiſter's longing was daulked, the child might be 
affected with tome ditagrecable mark or deplora- 
ble diſcaſe, ſhe begged as carneſtly that ſhe would 
{wallow. the fruit, and in the mcan time ran for 
ſome cordial water of her own compoling, which 
ſhe forced upon her ſiſter, as an antidote to the 
poiſon the had received. * 

This exceſſive zeal and tenderneſs did not fail to 
be very troubleſome to Mrs Pickle, who, having 
revolved divers plans for the recovery of her own 
eaſe, at length determined to engage Mrs Grivzle 
in ſuch employment as would interrupt that clolc 
attendance which ſhe found fo teaſing and diſa- 
greeable, Neither did ſhe wait long for an oppare 
tunity of putting her reſolution in praftice, The 
very next day, a gentleman happening to dine 
with Mr Pickle, unfortunately mentioned a pine» 
apple, part of which he had eaten a week before 
at the houſe of a nobleman who lived in another 


part 
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art of the country, at thediſtance of an hundted 


miles at leatt. 


The name of this fatal fruit was no fooner pro- 
nounced: than Mrs Grizzle,, who rncetlanths waiche 
ed her liſter's lo ks, took the alarm, beciul- the 
thuught they gave certain indications of curiviity 
and defiros aud iticr having oblus cy that the Ner- 
(©)? could cat pinc-appies, which were alto- 
vethe | A 


| At ural productions, extorted. by the force 
Thi ayrtilicia! 
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Tic, Out of Glebe manme, ed wich 
Hole ip voice, it Nis Pickle was not of that 
way O! IOKiny ne ng lady, who wanted 
neither {lvnots nor pastration, a: once divined 
her nean NI | ren dt with 1-619 


by ungern, 
Hound never repincs 
i the univerte, vro- 
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ed de could niluloe hertelt with the truits of 
ler OW COUNTTY. 
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anten was calculoicd forthe benefit tobe 

750 would certninly have ſufleted tor 
1 pr view e by the ref ment of Mis Grizyle, 
Au her iter . Caf velth for the fruit 
P queen, It had the deſired elle, and reren 
tablithed the peace of the company, which was 
ot a little endangered by the gendewin's want of 
onhideration-. Next morning, however, atter 
weakiailt, the pregnant lily, in pnrſuance of her 
Nan, Yawned (as it were by accident) full in the 
ace of her maidenelifter, who being infinitely dif- 
uwhbed by ths conullion, affirmed it was a ſymp- 
om of longiny, and inafted Upon knowing the 
bie&t_ in deine; when us Pickle, afleéting an 
fulkod mile, tod her (he had eaten a moſt deli- 
eus pineapple. im her fleep. This declaration 
a attended with, ww wnmediate ſcream, uttered 

Mes Gimzle, why altauly perceiving her ſiſter 
prized at the caclamation, claſped her in her 


arms, 


Wenne, 
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arms, and aſſured her, with a ſort of hyſterica, 

laugh, that ſhe could not help ſcreaming with joy, 

becaule the had it in her power to graut her dear 
ſiſter's with; a lady in the neighbourhood havin, 

a promiſed to ſend her, in a prelent, a couple of deli- 
cate pine- apples, which the would that very Cay 

go in queſt of. 

Mrs Pickle would by no means conſent to this 
propoſal, on pretence cf ſparing the other unne— 
ceſſary fatigue 3 and aſſured her, that if ſhe had 
any deſire to cat a pine-apple, it was {9 faint, that 
the diſappointmezit could produce no bad conſe- 
quence. But this aſſurance was conveyed in a 
manner (which ſhe knew very well how to adopt) 
that: in ſtead of diſſuading, rather flimulated Mrs 
Grizzle to ſet out immediately; not on a viſit to 
that lady, whoſe promiſe ſhe herſelf had ſeigned, 

with a view of conſulting her ſiſter's tranquillity, 
but on a random ſearch through the whole coun- 
try for this unlucky fruit, which was like to pro- 
duce ſo much vexaticn and prejudice to her and 
her father's houſe. 

During three: hole days and nights, did ſhe at- 
tended by a valet, ride from place to place without 
| ſueceſs, unmindſul of her bealth, and careleſs of 
her reputation, that began to ſuffer from the na- 
ture ot her inquiry, which was purſued with ſuch 
peculiar eagerneſs and diſttattion, that every body 
with whom the converſed looked upon her as 5a 
vobappy. perſon, * tote intelleéts were not 2 Ilttle 
diſordered. 

Baffled i im all her reſ-arches within the country, 
ſhe. at length reſolvad to vifit tLat very nobleman, 
bs bg houſe the ofliciovs ſtranger had been (for 

755 0 upforturatels regaled, and actually 2rciv- 
din 2 z poſt- chaiſe at the place of his habitation 
ur 
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where ſhe introduced her buſineſs as an affair on 
which the happineſs of a whole family depended. 
By virtue of a preſent to his Lordſhip's gardener, 
ſhe procured the Heſperian fruit, with which ſhe 
returned in triumph. 


V. 


Mr: Grizzle is indefatigable in gratifying her ſifler's 


longings. Peregrine is born, and managed con- 
trary ty the directions nnd remonſirances of his 
aunt, who is diſguſted upon that account; and re- 
fumes <he plan which ſbe had before rejected. 


HE ſucceſs of this device would have encourag- 
ed Mrs Pickle to practiſe more &f the ſame 
fort upon her ſiſter-in-law, had ſhe not been de- 


, terred by a violent fever which ſeized her zealous 


ally, in conſequence of the fatigue and uneafineſs 
ihe had undergone ; which, while it laſted, as ef- 
fectually conduced to her repoſe, as any other ſtra- 
tagem ſhe could invent. But Mrs Grizzle's health 
was no fooner reſtored, than the other, being as 
much incommoded as Ever, was obliged, in her 
own defence, to have recourſe to ſome other con- 


_ trivance : and managed her artifices in ſuch a man- 


ner, as leaves it at this day a doubt whether ſhe 


was really ſo whimſical and, capricious in her appe- 
tires as ſhe herſelf pretended to be; for her long- 


ings were not reſtricted to the demands of the pa- 
late and ſtomach, but alſo affected all the other or- 
gans of ſenſe, and even invaded her imagination, 


which at this period ſgemed to be ſtrangely diſ- 


eaſed. 
| One 
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One time ſhe longed to pinch her huſband's ear; 
and it was with infinite difſiculty that his ſiſter 
could prevail upon him to undergo the operation, 
Yet this taſk was caſy, in compariſon with another 
ſhe v1.dertook for the gratification of Mrs Pickle's 
unacconntable defire ; which was no other than to 
periuade the commodore to fubmit his chin to the 
mercy of the big-bellicd lady, who ardently wiſh- 
ed for an opportunity of plucking rhree black hairs 
trew: his beard. When thispropoial was firſt com— 
municated to Mr Irunnion by the huſband, bis 
anſwer was nothing but a dread'ul effuſion of 
oaths, accompanied with ſochen ſtare, and deli- 
vercd in ſuch a tone of voice, as terrified the poor 
beſcecher into immediate filence;, fo that Mrs 
Grizzle was fain to take the whole enrerprite upon 
herſc!f, and next day went to the garriion accor— 
dingly ; where, having obrained entrance by means 
of the licutenant, who, While his commander was 
aſleep, ordered her to be adoviited for the jokt's= 
ſake, ſhe waited patiently till he turned out, and 
then accoſted him in the yard, where he uſed to 
perform his morning- walk. He was thunder— 
ſtruck at the appearance of a woman in a place 
which he had hitherto kept ſacred from the whole 
ſex, andvinzymediately began to utter an apoſtrophe 
to Tom Pipes, whole turn it was then to watch 
when Mrs Gizzic falling on her knees before him, 
conjured him, with many pathetic ſupplicarions, 
to hear and grant her requeſt, which was no ſoon- 
er ſpnified, than he bellowed in ſuch an Outrage= 
ous manner that the whole court re-echoed the op- 
prubiious term bitch; and the word damnation, 
which he repeated with ſurpriſing volubility, with- 
out any ſort of propriety or connection; and 5 
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tered into his penetralia, leaving the baffled de- 
voree in the humble poſture (he had fo untuceels* 


fully cheaten to melt his obUurate heart. 


MoPying as this repulſe muſt have been tons 
lady ot her ſtately difpotition, the did not ſrelin— 
quith her aim, but endeavonred to ſutereſt the 
commodore's coun'tellors aad adherents in ber 
cauſe, With this view hs (olicited che interett of 
Nic Hatchway, who, being highly pleated with a 
circumſtance to productive of mirth and viveriiong 
readily entered into her meatures, and promied io 


employ his whole influence tor her {aiisfaction . 


und as for the bontwain's hte, he was rendered 
propitious by the preſent of a guinea which the 
ligt into his hand, In thortz Mis Grizzle was con- 
tnually engaged in this negociation tor the ſpace 
of tea days, during which the commodore was 10 
inc-Hlantly peſtered with her remonſtrances, and 
the admonitions of his allociates, that he {wore his 


people had a delign upon his life, which becoming 


a burden to him, he atlafll complicd, and was con- 
ducted to the ſcene like a victim to the altar; 
or rather like a reluctant bear, when he is led 
to the ſtake amidſt the ſhouts and crics of 
butchers and their dogs. Atter all, this vittury 
was not quite fo deciſive as the congucrons imagin— 
ed; tor the paticyt being fer, and the performer 
prepared with a pair of pincers, a aal dilticulty 
occurred: ſhe could not for ſame time dilcern ang 
black hair on the whole ſoperiicies of Mr Vrunni- 
on's face; When Mrs Grizzlc, very much alartned 
and diſedncerted; had recoucic to a magnifying 
gl its that ſtood upon her toilette; and after a mot 
accurate examination, diſenvercd a fibre ot a duiky 
hue, to which the inſtrument being applicd, 
Mes Pickle pullcd it un by the roots, to the ng 
[wall 
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imall diſcompoſure of the owner, who feeling the 
fmars much more ſevere than he had expected, 
ſtarted up, and ſwore he would not part with auo- 
ther hair to fave them all from damnation. 

Mr Hatchway exhorted him to patience and re- 
ſignation, Mrs Grizzle repeated her intreaties with 
great humitity 3 but finding him deaf to all her 
Prayers, and abſolute bent upon leaving the houſe, 
tue claſped his knees, and begged for the love of 
God that he would haye compaſſion upon a di- 
ſtreſſed family, and endure a little more for the 
fake of the poor infant, who would otherwile be 
bora with a gray beard upon its chin. Far from 
being melted, he was rather exaſperated by this re- 
flection ; to which he replied with great indigna- 
tion,“ Dama ye for a yaw-ſighted bitch | he'll be 
bang d long enough before he has any beard at 
all: ” ſo ſaying, he diſengaged himſelf from her 
embraces, fluag ont at the door, and kalted home- 
wards with ſuch ſurpriſing ſpeed, that the licute- 
nant could not overtake him until he had arrived 
at his own gate; and Mrs Grizzle wasTo much af- 
tected with his eſcape, that her fiſter, in pure com- 
paſſion, deſired ſhe would not afll'& bgrielf, pro- 
teſting that her own wiſh was already gratifixd, for 
ſhe had plucked three hairs at once, having from 

_ the begindving been dubious of the commodore's 
patience. But the labours of this aſſiduous kinſ- 
woman did not end with the atchicvement of this 
adventure; her cloquence or induſtry was employ» 
ed. without ceafing, in the performance of other 
talks impoſed by the ingenious -craft of her-fiſtgr= 
in-law, who at another time conceived an inſup- 
preilible attection for a fricailſte of frogs, which 
thould be the genuine natives of France; fo that 

there was à ueceſſity for diſpatching a meſſenger 
| on 
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on purpoſe to that kingdom: but as the could aht 


depend upon the in egrity of any common ſer vant, 
Mrs Grizzle uvadectovk that province, and actually 
ter ſail in cutter for Boulogne, from whence ſhe 


returned in eight-and-forty hours with a tub-full 
of thole live animals, which being dretled accorde 


ing to art her ſiſter would not taſte them, on pre- 
tence that her fit of longing was pat; but then. 
her inclinations took a different tuen, and fixed 
themſelves upon a curious i plement belonging to 
a lady of quality in the ncighbourhood, which was 
reported to be a very great curioliy ; this was no 
other than a porcelaia chamber- pot of admirable 
workmanthip, contrived by the honourable ow- 
ner, who kept it for her own private, nſe, and che- 
rithed it as an utenlil of incltimable value; 

Mrs Grizzle ſhuddered at the firſt hint ſhe re- 
ceived of her fittcr's deſire to poſſeſs this piece 05 


furniture; becauſe the knew it was not to be pur- 
chaſed; and the lady's character, which was none 


of the moſt amiable in point of humanity and coa- 


deſcenſion, forbade all hopes of borrowiag it for 


afealon; the, therefore, attempted to reaſon down. 
this capricious appetite; a5 an extravagance of im- 
agination which ought to be combarcd and reprefF-. 
cd; and Mrs Pickle, to ail appearance, was con- 


. / "ey | 4 . 
vinced and ſatisſicd by her arguments and advice? ;, 


bur, neverthelctis, could make uſe of no other con- 
venience, and was threatned with a very danger- 
ous Juppreſliqn. Rouled at the perib in which ſc 
ſuppoſed her to be, Mrs Grizzle flew to the lady's 


houſe, and having obtained a private audience, dil- 


cloſed the melaucholy fituation of her ſiſter, and 
implored the benevolence” of her ladyſhip, who, 
s0ntrary to expect lation, received her very graciouſ- 
ly, and con{eated to indulge Mis Pickle's longing, 
9 Bur 


3 


42 THE ADVENTURES OF 


Me Pickle began to be out of humour at the expente 
to which he was cxpoſed by the caprice of his wile, 
who was herſelf alarmed at this laſt accident, and 
for the future kept her fancy within bounds; in fo 
much, that without beiig ſubject to any 'more- ex- 
traordinary trouble, Mrs Grizzle reaped the Torg- 
wiſhed for fruns of her deareſt expectation in the 
Dirth of a ine boy, whom her filter in a few months 
brought into the world. CW Yo | 
I #hall omit the deſcription of the rejoicings, 
which were infinite, on this important occafion, and 
only obſerve, that Mrs Picklc's mother and aunt 
ſtood godmothers, and the commodore afliſted at 
the ceremony as godfather to the child, who was 
chriftened by the name of Peregfine, in compliment 
to the memory of a deceaſed uncle. While the mo- 
ther was confined to her bed, and _ incapable of 
maintaining her own authority, Mrs Grizzle took 


charge of the infant by a double claim; and ſuper- 


intended with fſurpriting vigilance the nurſe and 
midwife in all the parculars of their reſpective of- 
fices, which were performed by her expreſs direc- 
tion. But no ſooner was Mrs Pickle in a condition 
to re- aſſume the e ö her own affairs, 
than ſhe thought propet to alter certain regulations 
concerning the child, which had taken place in con- 
icquence of her ſiſter's orders, directing, among 
other innovations, that 'the bandages with which 


the infant had been fo neatly rolled up, like an 
g 


2yptian mummy, ſhould be looſened and laid a- 
tide, in order to rid nature of all reftraint, and 
give the blood free ſcope to circulate ;'and, with 
her own hands, ſhe plunged him headtong every 
morning in a tub full of cold water. This opera- 
tion ſeemed fo barbarous to che tender-hearted 


Mrs Grizzle, vhat fhe not only oppoſed it who 
er 
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de her 'cioquence, thedding abundance of tears over 
ſe, the ſacrifice when it was made ; but took horte im- 
td mediately, and departed for ihe habitation of an 
fo eminent country phyucian, whom the contulted in 
X theſe words, “ Pray, doctor, is it not both dan— 
"0 - gerous and crucl, to be the means of Iciting a poor 
he tender infant perith, by fouling it in water as cold 
hs as ice?” „ Ves, (replied the doctor,) downright 
| murder, I :lirm.” * I fce you arc a perſon of 
85, great learning and ſagacity. (aid the other „) and 
nd I muſt beg you will be ſo good as to lignity your 
Nt opinion in your own hand-writing.” Ihe doctor 
at immediately complied :wnh her requeſt, and cx- 
as preſſed himſelf upon a flip of paper to this pur- 
nt pole. | $4 4 
LO- 

of Theſe are te certify whom it may concern, that 1 
Os firmly believe, and it is my unalterable opanin, that 
er- u hoſoc ver letteth an infant periſh, by fouſing, it in cold 
nd water, even though the ſaid water ſhould nit be /o wall 
t- as ice, is in eff ett guilty of the murder of the ſuid in- 
c- fant, as witneſs my hand. | 

rs, ComreiTt CocLOcyNTH. 
ons 5 
n- Having obtained this certificate, for which the 
ng phyfician was handfomely acknowledged, the te- 
ch | turned exulting and hoping, with ſuch authority, 
an to overthrow all oppoſition. Accordingly, next 
A- morning, when her nephew was about to undergo 
nd his diurnal baptiim, ſhe produced the commiliion, 
ith whereby the conceived herſelf impowered to over- 
ry rule ſuch inhuman proceedings. But ſhe was dif- 
ra- appointed in her expectation, conſideut as it was; 
ed not that Mrs Pickle pretended to diſter in opinion 


@ll from Dr Colocynth, © for whoſe character and ſen- 
hobo 7 timeuts 
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timents (ſaid ſhe) 4 have ſuth veneration, that I 
ſhall carefully obſerve the Qution implied in this 
very certificate, by which, far from condemning 
my method of practice, he only aſſerts, that killing 
is murder; an aſſeveration, the truth of which, it 
is hoped, I ſhall never diſpute.” | 
Mes Grizzle, who, ſooth to ſay, had rather too 
ſaperficially conſidered the clauſe by which ſhe 
thought berſelt authorized, peruſed the paper with 
more accuracy, and was confounded at her own 
want of penetration. Yet, though ſhe was confut- 
ed, ſhe was by no means convinced that her objec- 
tions to the cold bath were unreaſonable ; on the 
contrary, after having beſtowed ſundry oppropri- 
ons epithets on the phyſician, for his want of know- 
ledge and candour, the proteſted, in the moſt car- 
nett and. folemn manner, againſt the pernicious 
practice of dipping the child; a piece of cruelty 
which, with God's afliſtance, ſhe thould never ſuf- 
{er to be inflifted on her own Hue 3 and waſhing 


her hands of the melancholy conſequence that would 


certninly.. enſue, ſhut herſelf up in her clolet, to 
indulge her forrow and vexation. She was decciv- 
ed, howevey, in her prognoſtic; the boy, inſtead 
of declining in point of health, feemed to acquire 
treth vigour from every plunge, as if he had been 
reſolved tœdiſcredit the wiſdom and foreſight of his 
aunt, who, in all probability, could never forgive 
him, for this want of reverence and reſpect. 't his 
conjecture is founded upon her behaviour to him in 
the ſequel of his infancy, during which ſhe was 
krown to torture him more thau once, when the 
had opportunities of thruſting pins into bis tleſb, 
without any danger of being detected. In afword, 
her affections were in a little time altogether alie- 


' nated. from this hope of her family, whom ſhe a- 
banduned 
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bandoned to the conduct of his mother, whoſe 
province it undoubtedly was to manage the nurture 
of her own child; while ſhe hericlt reſumed her 
operations upon the commodore, whom the was 
re ſolved at any rate to captivate and enflave. Aud 
it mult be owned, that Virs Grizzle's knowledge of 
the human heart never (hone ſo confp.cuous as in 
the methods ſhe purſued for the accompliſhment of 
this important aim. 

1hrough the rough unpoliſhed huſk that caſed 
Me ſoul of Trunnion, the could eaſily diſtinguiſh 
a large ſhare of that vanity and ſelt-conceit that 
generally predomigate even in the mott ſavage 
breaſt z ** to this {he conſtantly appealed, In his 
preſence the always cxclaimed agaiult the craft and 
diſhancſt, diſlimulation of the world; and never 
failed of uttering particvlar invectives againſt thoſe 
arts of chicanery, in which rhe Jawyers are lo con- 
verlant to the Mejudice and rum of their tellow= 
creatuiesz obſcrving, that in a {ea-faring lite, ſo 
far as the had opportunities of judging or being iu— 
formed, ther was nothing but triend{hip, fiucerie 
ty and a hearty contempt tor every thing that was 
mean or ſelſiſh. 

This kind of converſation, with the afliſtance of 
certain particular civilitics, inſetrſibſy made an im- 
preſſion on the mind of the commodore; and i], t 
the more c{{ ual, as his former prepolleiMonps 
were builc upon very ſlender foundations; his an- 
tipathy.to old maids, which he had conceived upon 
hearſay, began gradually to diminith, when be 
ſound they were not quite ſuch infcroal animals as 
they had been repreſented ; and it was not long be- 
fore he was heard. to oblcrve at the club, that Fick- 
I's filter bad not ſo much of the core of buch in 
her as he had imagiucd. This negative compli- 

Nene 
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ment, by the medjum of her brother, foon reach- 
ed the ears of Mrs Grizzle, who, thus encourag- 
ed, redoubled all her art and attentiqn ; fo that in 
leſs than three months after, he in the ſame place 
diſtioguiſhed her wich the epithet of a damn'd ſen- 
"ible jade. | 
_- Hatchway taking the alarm at this declaration, 
which he feared foreboded ſomething fatal to his 
Intereſt, told his commander with a ſneer, that ſhe 
had ſenſe enough to bring him to under her ſtern ; 
and he did not doubt but that ſuch an old crazy 
veſſel would be the better for being taken in tow. 
% But howſomever, (added this arch adviſer,) Pd 
have you take care of your upper works; for if 
once you are made fait to her podp, agad ! the'il 
ſpank it away, and make very beam in your body 
crack with itraining.” Our ſhe-projettor's whole 
Plan had like to have been ruined by the effect which 
this malicious hint had upon Trunnion, whoſe rage 


and ſuſpicion being weakened at once, his colour 


changed from taway to a cadaverous pale, and then 
ſhifting to a deep and duſky red, ſuch as we fo:ne- 
times obſerve in the ſky when it is replete with thun- 
der, he, after his uſual preamble of; unameaning 
oaths, anſwered in theſe words: Damn ye, you 
Jurylegg'd dog, you would give all the ftowaye it 
our Hold to be as found as I am; ant! 2+ for be- 
ing taken in tow, d'ye fee; Pm not ſo ditabled but 
I can lie my courſe, and perform my voyage with- 
out any aſſiſtance ; and, agad! no man ſhall ever 
ſee Hawſer Trunnion lagging a-ſtern in the wake of 
e'er a bitch in chriſtendom.” - ' | 

Mrs Grizzle, who every morning interrogated 
her brother with regard to the ſubject of his night's 
converſation with his friends, ſoon received the un- 
welcome news of the commodore's averſion to ma- 
& trimony 
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trimony; and juſtly imputing the greateſt part of 
his diſguſt to the ſatirical inſinuations of Mr Hatch- 
way, reſolved to level this obſtruction to her ſur- 

ceſs, and actually found means to intereſt him in 
her ſcheme. Sh had indeed, on ſome uccaſions, 
a particular knack at making converts, being pro- 
bably not unacquainted with that grand ſyſtcm of 
perſuaſion which is adopted by the greateſt perio- 
nages of the age, as fraught with maxims much 
more effe&ual than all the eloquence of Tully or 
Demolthenes, even when ſuppoi ted by the demon- 
ſtrations of truth: beſides, Mr Hatchway-s fideli- 
ty to his new ally, was confirmed by his foreſecing 
in his captain's marriage an infinite fund of grati- 
fication tor kis own cynical diſpolition. Thus, 
therefore converted and properly cautioned, he for 
the future ſuppreſſed all the virulence of his wit a- 
gaigſt the matrimonial tate ; and, as he knew not 
how to open his mouth in the poſyive praiſe of any 
perſon whatever, took all the opportunities of ex- 
cepting Mrs Grizzle by name, from the cenſurs 
he liberally beſtowed upon the reſt of her 1cx. 
«She is not adrunkard, like Nan Cauſtick of Dept- 
ford, he would ſay; not a nincompoop, like Peg 
Simper of M oolwich ; not a threw, like Nell Grif- 
fin, on the Point, Portſmouth, (ladies to whom, at 
di ferent times, they had both paid their addrefſ:s) 
but a tight, good-humoured, ſenfible wench, who 
knows very well how to box: her compaſs ; well 
trimmed aloft, and well ſheathed alow, with a good 
cargo under her hatches.” The commodore at 


firſt imagined this commendation was ironical, but 
hearing it reprated again and again, was filled with 
aſtoniſhment at this ſurpriſing change in the lieute- 
nant's behaviour; and after a long fit of muſiag 


concluded, 
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conctuded that Hatchway himſelf harboured a ma- 
trimonial defign on the perſon of Mrs Grizzle. 
Pleaſed with this conjecture, he rallied Jack in 
His turn, arid one night toafted her health as a com- 
pliment to his paſſion; a circumſtance which the 
lady learned next day by the uſual canal of her in- 
telligence, and interpreting it as the refolt of his own 
tenderneſs for her, ſhe congratulated herfelf upon 
the victory ſhe had obtained; and thinking it un- 
neceſſary to continue the reſerve ſhe had hitherto 
induſtriouſly affected, reſolved from that day to 
ſweeten her behaviour towards him with ſuch a dith 
ot affection, as could not fail to petſuade him that 
he had inſpired her with a reciprocal flame. In con- 
fequence of this determination, he was invite to 
dinner, and while he ſtayed, treated with ſuch cloy- 
ing proofs of her regard, that not only the reſt of 
the company, but even Trunnion himſelf, perceived 
ker drift: and taking the alarm accordingly, could 
not help exclaiming, © Oho! I ſee how the land 
Hes, and if I don't weather the point, VI be damn'd.” 
Having thus expreſſed himſelt to his aflifted ina- 
morata, he made the beſt of his way ro the garriſon 
in which he ſhut himſelf up for the ſpace of ten days 
and had no communication with his friends and 
domeſticks but by looks, which were moſt ſigniſi- 


cantly pictureſque. 
C H i A | P. VII. 


Divers ftratagems are invented and put in practice, 
in order to overcome the obſtinacy of, Trunnion, 105 
at length is teiſe and tortured into the nos/z of ud. 
lock. | | + ; 

ls abrupt departure and unkind declaration 
| affected Mrs Grizzle ſo much that ſhe fell fic!: 
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of ſorrow and mortification ; and after having cone 
fined herſelf ro her bed for three days, ſent for her 
brother, told him ſhe perceived her end drawing 
near, and deſired that a lawyer might be brought, 
in order to write her laſt will. Mr Pickle, ſur- 
priſed at her demand, began to act the part of a com- 
forter, aſſuring her that her diſtemper was not at all 
dangerous, and that he would inſtantly ſend for a 
phyſician, who would convince her that the was in 
no manner of jeopardy ; ſo that there was no oc- 
caſion, at preſent, to employ auy ofticious attorney 
in ſuch a melancholy tatk. Indeed, this affection- 
ate brother was of opinion, that a will was alto- 
gether ſuperfluous at any rate, as he himſelf was 
heir at law to his ſiſter's whole, real and perſonal eſ- 
tate. But ſhe infiſted upon his compliance with ſuch 


determined obſtinacy, that he could no longer re- 
ſiſt her importunities; and a ſcrivener arriving, ſhe 


dictated and executed her will, in which ſhe be- 
queathed to commodore 'Trunnion one thouſand 
pounds, to purchaſe a mourning ring,. which ſhe 
hoped he would wear as a pledge of her friendſhip 
and aſſection. Her brother, though he did not 
much relith this teſtimony of her love, nevertheleſs 
that ſame evening gave an account of this particular 
to Mr Hatchway, who was alſo, as Mr Pickle aſ- 
ſured him, generouily remembered by the teſta- 
1X. | , 

The lieutenant, fravght with this piece of intel- 
ligence, watched for an opportunity, and as ſoon 


as he perceived the commodore's features a little 


unbended from that ferocious contraction they had 
retained ſo long, ventured to inform him that Pic- 
kle's ſiſter lay at the point of death, and that ſhe 
had left him a thouſand pounds jn her will. This 


iece 
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piecc of news overwhelmed him'with confuſion, and 
Mr Hatchway imputing his ſilence to remorſe, re- 
ſolved to take advantage of that favourable moment 
and counſelled him to go and viſit the poor young 
woman, who was dying for love of him. But this 
admonition happened to be fomewhat unſeaſonable; 
tor Trunnion no ſooner heard himmentionthe cauſe 
of her diſorder, than his moroſity recurring, he burſt 
out into a violent fit of curſing, and forthwith be- 
rook himſelf again to bis hammock, where he lay 
uttering in a low growling tone of voice, a repetition 
of oaths and imprecations, for the ſpace of four- 
and-twenty hours, without ceating. This was a 
delicious meal to the licutenant, who, cager to en- 
hance the pleaſure of the entertainment, and at the 
ſame time conduce to the ſucceſs of the cauſe he had 
eſpouſed, invented a ſtratagem, the execution of 
which had all the effect he could deſire. He pre- 
vailed upon Pipes, who was devoted to his fervice 
to get upon the top of the chimney belonging to the 
commodore's chamber, at midnight, and to lower 
down, by a rope, a bunch of ſtinking whitings ; 
which being performed, be put a ſpeaking trumpet 
to his mouth, and hollowed down the vent, in a vo- 
ice like thunder, Trannion ! Trunnion l turn 
out and be ſpliced, or lie ſtill and be damn'd.” This 
dreadful note, the terror of which was increaſed by 
the ſilence and darkneſs of the night, as well as the 
echo of the paſlage through which it was conveyed 
no ſooner reached the ears of the aſtonithed com- 
modore, than turning kis eyes towards the place 
from whence this ſolemn addreſs ſeemed to proceed 
he beheld a glittering object that vaniſhed in an in- 
ftant. Juſt as his ſuperttitious fear had improved 
the aparation into a ſupernatural meſſenger cloathed 
in ſhining array, his opinion was confirmed by a 

6a I Jo ſudden 
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ſudden exploſion which he took for thunder. though 
it was no other than the noiſg ofa piſtol fired down 
the chimney by the boaiſwin's mate, according to 
the inſtructions he had received; and he tad time 
enough to deſcend before he was in any danger of 
being d:recicd by his commander, who could not 
for a whole hour recollect himſelf from the amaze» 
ment and conſternation which had overpowered his 
facultics. 

At length, however, he got up and rung his 
bell wit': great agitation, He repeated the ſummons 
more than once, but no regard being paid to this 
alarm, his dread returned with double terror, a 
cold Rent bedewed his limbs, his knees knocked 
together, his hair briſtled up, and the remains of 
his tceth were ſhattered io pieces in the coavuluve 
vibrations of his jaws. 

Iu the mid? of his agony he made one deſperate 
eftort, aud burſting open the door ot his apartment 
bolted into Hatchw: ay's chamber, which happened 
to be on the fame floor. There he found the licu- 
tenant in a counterfeit ſwoon, who pretended to 
awake from his trance in an ejaculation of“ Lord 
have mercy upon us!” And being queſtioned by 
the terrified commodore with regard to what had 
happened, ailured him he had heard the fame voice 
and clap of thunder by which Trunnion himſelt had 
been diſcompoſed. 

. Pipes, whoſe turn it was to watch, concurred in 


giving evidence to the ſame purpoſe ; and the com- 
modore not only owned that he had heard the voice . 


but likewiſe communicated his vition, with all the 
aggravation which bis diſturbed ſancy fuggeſ- 
ted. 

A conſultation immediately ebſued, in which Mr 


2 | | E 2 


Latchway. 
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Hatchway very gravely obſerved, that the finger of 
God was plainly perceivable in thoſe ſignals; and 
that it would be both ſinful and fooliſh to diiregard 
his commands, efpecially as the match propoted 
was, in all reſpeéts, more advantageous than any 
one of his years and infirmities could reaſonably ex- 
pect ; deciaring, that for his own part he would 
not endanger his ſoul and body by living one day 
longer under the fame roof with a man who deſpiſe 
ed the holy will of heaven, and Tom Pipes adhere 
ed to the {ime pions reſolution. 

Trunnioa's perſeverance could not reſiſt the num- 
ber and divecriity of conſiderations that aſſnulted itz 
he revolved ia lileace all the oppoſite motives that 
occurred to his retlection; and afrer having been, 
To all appearance, bewildered in the labyrinth of his 
own thoughts, he wiped the fweat from his forehead 
and heaving a pitcous groan yielded to their remon- 
ſtraaces ia theſe words: “ Well, fince it mult be fo 

I chink we mutt c'en grapple. Bur, damn my eyes 
*tis a damn'd hard cafe that a fellow of my years 
ſhould be compell'd, d'ye fee, to beat up to wind- 
ward all the re!t of my life, againſt the current of 
his own inclinacions. 

This important article being diſcuſſed, Mr Hate 
chway ſet out in the morvoing to vilit the Jetjairing 
{ſhepherlets, and was handiomely rewarded torthe 
enlivening tidiugs with which he ble{led her ears, 
Sick as the was, ſhe could not help laughing hear 
tily at the contrivance, in coulcquence of which her 


[ 

|  _ſtwain's allent had been obtained, and gave the lieus 

. tenant ten guineas for Tom Pipes, in conſideration 

j ot the part he actæd ia the farce. ; 
[ | In the afternoon the commodore ſuffered hiinſelk &$ 


| to be conveyed ro hee apartment, like a telonto exe- 
| cution, and was received by her in a languiſhiang 
| Manner, 
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manner, and gentecl diſhabide, accompanied by 
her ſiſter-in-law ; who was, for very obvious rea- 
ſons, extremely ſolicitous about her ſucceſs. Though 
the lieutenant had tutored him touching his beha-— 
viour at this interview, he made a thoutand wry 
faces before he could pronounce the ſimple {aluta- 


tion of How d'ye? to his miſtreſs 3 and after his 


counlellor had urged him with twenty or thirty hi- 
pers, to each of which he had replied aloud, Damn 
your eyes, | won, he got up, and halting towards 
the couch on which Mrs Grizzle reclined ina fate 
of ſtrange expectation, he ſeized her hand and pre- 
ſed ir to his lips; but this piece of gallantry he per- 
tormed in ſuch a reluctant, uncouth, indignant 
manner, that the nymph had need of all her refolu- 
tion to endvre the compliment without ſhrinking : 
and he himſclt was fo diſconcerted at what he had 
done, that he inſtantly retired to the other eud of 
the room, where he fat filent, and broiled with 
ſhame and vexation. Mrs Pickle, like a {-nfiible 
matron, quitted the place, on pretence of goingry 
the nurſery; and Mr Hatchway, taking the hint, 
recollected that he had left his tobacco pauch in the 
arlour, Whither he immediately detcended leave 
ing the two lovers to their mutual erndearments. 
Never had the commodore found himſelf in ſuch a 
diſagrecable dilemma before. He fat in an agony 
of ſulpence, as it he every moment dreaded the 
diſlolution of nature; and the imploring ſighs of 
his ſuture bride added, if poſſible, to the pangs of 
his diſtreſs. Impatient of his fituarion, he rolled 
his eye a-round in queſt of ſome relief, and ngable 
to contain himiclf, exclaimed © Damnation ſeiz: 
the fellow and his pouch too! I believe be has 
iheered off a nd leſt me hexe in the ſtays.” Mis Griz- 
, 0 le, 
© |: 


54 THE ADVENTURES OF 


zle, who could not nelptaking ſome notice of this 
Manifeitation of chagrin, lamented her ' unhappy 
fate in being. 0 e:jagreeable to hiq that he could 
notput vp with her company tor a few moments with 
Out xepning 3 and began in very tender terms te 
YE prgach him with his inbumanicy andindifference. 
To this expoſtulation he replied, «*Zounds ] what 
would the woman have ? let the parſon do his of- 
ficewhen he wool; here I am ready to be reeved in 
the matrimonial block, d'yc tee, and:damn ail non- 
ſenſical palaver.“ So ſaying, he retreated, leaving 
his miſtreſs not at all ditobliged at his plain-dealing. 
Th at ſame evening ibe treaty of marriage was bro- 
ughit upon the carpet, and by means of Mr Pickle 
and the lieute nam, tetded to the ſatis faction of all 
parties, without the intervention of lawyers, whom 
Me 1 runnion-expreſsly-excluded from all ſhare in 
the bylineſs; making that condition the indiſpenli- 
ble preliminary of the whole agrees nent Things 
being brought to this bearing, Mrs Grizzlé's heart di- 
lated with joy 3, her health, which, by-the- bye, was 
never dapgeroufly impaired, ;ſheirecovered as it by 
enchantmer ; and a day being fixed for the nup- 
tials, employed the Gnas advice ot:her celibacy in 
chuſing ornaments for the celebration of her en- 
trance intq the married Hate, t er! 


"CHAP, Vm. 


Preparation are made Ae * eee atddaig, 
which is delayed by an accident __ u him 0c 
Lord meu ubitber, 1 i 


HE ms of this n e 
ſpread all ov ghe country; and, on the day 
oo Appointed 
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is ll appointed for theireſpoutals, the church was ſur- 


Py rounded by an incoycei vable multitude. The com- 
id modore,'to give a ſpecimen of his gallantry, by the 
n- advice of his friend Hatch way, reſolved to appear 
t on horſcback on the grand occafion, at the head of 
2. alt his male attendants; whom he had rigged with 
at the white ſhirts and black caps formerly belonging 
t- to his barge's crew; and he bought a couple ot 
n hanters foe the accommodation of himſelf and his 
* licutenant. With this equipage then he ſet out from 


8 the garriſon for the church, after having ditpatch- 
£ ed a meſſenger to appriſe che bride that he and his 
1 company were mounted. * 
- She got immediately into the coach, ccoomtanitd 
I by her brother and his wife and drove directly to 
1 the place of aſſignation, where feveral pews were-de- 
a moliſhed, and divers perſons almoſt preſſed to death 
. by the eagerneſs of the crowd that broke in to ſee 
; the ceremony pertormed. Thus arrived at the al- 
5 tar, and the prieſt in attendance, they waited a whole 
half hour for the commodore, at whote flownels 
they began to be under ſome appreheniton, and ac- 
cordirigly diſmiſſed a fervant to quicken his pace. 
The valet having rode ſomething more than a mile, 
eſpied the whole troon diſpoſ in a long field, croſ- 
fivg the road obliquely, and headed by the bride- 
groom apd his friend Hatchway, who fiading him- 
telf hindered by a hedge from proceeding farther 
in the ſame direction, fired a pittol, and ſtood over 
to che other ide, making an obtuſc angle with the 
line of his former courſęe; and the reſt of the ſqua- 


dron followed his example, keeping always in the 


rear of each other, like a flight of wild geete. 
Surpriſed at this ſtrange method of jour neying, 

the meſſenger came up, and told the commodore 

that 255 wy and hee. company expected lim in the 


2 church 
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church, where they had tarried a conſiderable time 
and were beginning to be very uneaſy at his delay; Ih, 
and, therefore deſired he would proceed with more 
expedition, To this meſſage Mr Trunnion replied, 


* Hark ye, brother, don't you fee we make all 
poſſible ſpeed? go back and tell thoſe who ſent you 
that the wind has ſhifted fince we weighed anchor, 
and that we are obliged to make very ſhort trips in 
tacking, by reaſon ot the narrowneſs of the channel; 
and that, as we lie within ſix points of the wind, 
they muſt make ſome allowance for variation and 
lee-way.” © Lord, Sir, ſaid the valet, what occa- 
fion have you to go zig zag in that manner? Do but 
clap ſpurs to your horſes, and ride ſtraight forward, 
and I'll engage you ſhall be at the church-porch in 
leſs than a quarter of an hour.“ What? right 
in the wind's eye? anſwered the commander ; ahey 
brother, + where did you learn your navigation? 
Hawſer Trunnion is not to be taught at this time of 
day how to lie his courſe, or keep his own reckon- 
ing. And as for you, brother, you know beſt the 
trim of your own frigate.” The courtier finding 
he had to do with people who would not be eaſily 
perſnaded out of their own opinions, returned to 
the temple, and made a report of what he had ſeen 
and heard, to the no ſmall conſolation of the bride, 
who had begun to diſcover ſome ſigns of diſquiet. 
Compoſed, however, by this piece of intelligence, 
ſhe exerted her patience for'the ſpace of another 
half hour, during which periodſeeing no bridegroom 
arrive, ſhe was exceedingly alarmed; ſo that all 


the ſpectatots could eafily perceive her perturbation ” 


which manifeſted itſelf infrequent palpitations, heart 
heavings, and alteration of countenance, in ſpite 
of the aſſiſtance ot a ſmelling» bottle whiah the in · 
ecilantly applied to her noſtrils. | * Siu} 
Various 
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Various were the conjectures of the company oa 
his occation : ſome imagined he had miitaxea the 
3 ot rendezvous, as he had never been at church 
fince he fir{t ſettled in that parith ; others believed 
he had met with {ome aceid-at, in conſequence of 
which his attendants had carried him back to his 
own houſe; and a third fet,-in which the bride 
herſelf was thoughr to be comprehended, covid not 
help ſuſpecting that the commodore nad changed 
his mind. But all chete ſuppulitions, in genius as 
they were, :ppened-to be wide of the true cauſe 
that dztainzd win, wi.cna was na ich er than this: 
the commodore and his crew had, by Gint of turn= 
ing, almoſt weathered the parſon's houte that ſtood 
to windward of the church, when The noics of a 
pack of hounds uniuck:ily reached the ears of the 
two hunters which 'Trunnion and tac licutenant 
beſtrode. Theſe flect animals no ioonce heard the 
ealivening ſound, than, eager tor the chace, they 
ſprung away all of a ſudden, and ſtraining every 
nerve to partake of the {port, fle y acrofs tne helds 
with incredible ſpecd, overlcaped hedges and ditche 
es, and every thing in their way, without the leaſt 
regard to their unfortunate rides, 

The lieutenant, whoſe itced had got the heels of 
the «thes, finding it woe! be great tolly aud pre- 
ſumption in him to pretend tO ep the faddle wth 
his wooden leg, very wilcly took the opportunity 
of throwing himſelf off in his patlage through a 
field of rich clover, among which he lay at his caſe; 
and ſeeing his captain advancing at fuil gallop, hails 
ed him with the faiutation of ** W hat 0. bo!“ 
The commodore, who was in innite diltrets, eying 
hjn: aſkance, as be patlcd, zicpiied with a faulter- 
ing voice, © damn you | you are late at an an- 
chor; Iwilh to God 1 were as faſt moored.“ Ne- 
ver- 


conſiderable way, when all of a ſuddn his view 


of his owner, who loſt his hat and periwig ia the 
| leap, aud now began to think ia good carneſt, that 
ſtiuct on the mane, was in this condition conveyed 


their {urprite to be wondered at, if we reflect on 
the figure that preſented itſelf to their view. The 


beſt coat of blue broad cloth, cut by a tailor of 


buttons, large and {mall ; his breeches were of the 
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vertheleſs, conſcious of his diſabled heel, he would, 
not venture to try the experiment which had ſuc- 
ceeded fo well with Hatchway,but reſolved to ſtict 
as cloſe as poſlible to his horſe's back, until prov. 
dence ſhould interpoſe in his behalf. With this 
view be dropped his whip, and with his right hand 
laid faſt hold on the pummel, contracting every 
muſcle in his body to ſecure himſclr in the feat, 
and gr! nning moſt formidably, in conſequence of 
this exertion. In this attitude he was hurrigd on a 


was comforted by a five-bar gate that appeared be- 
fore him, as he never doubted but there the career 
of his hunter muſt neceſſarily end. But, alas! he 
reckoned without his hoſt ; far from halting at 
this obitruction, the horſe ſprung over it with a— 
mazing agility, to the utter conſuſion and diſorder 


he was actually mounted on the back of the devil. 
He recommended himlelt to God : his redection 
forſook him, his eve- light and all his other ſenſes 
failed, he quitred the reins, and faſtening by in- 


into the midſt of the ſportimen, who were aſtoniſh- 
ed at rhe fight of ſuch an apparition. Neither was 


commodore's perſon was at all times an object of ad- 
miratioa; much more {o on this occaſion, when e- 
very fiagulacity was aggravated by the circumſtance 
of his dreſs aud diſaſter. 


He had pur on, in-honour of his nuptials, his 


Ramſgate, 'and trimmed with five dozen of brats 


lame 
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me piece, faſtened at the knees with large bunches 
114 cap2; bis waiſtcoat was of red pluth lapelled 
ue-Dich green velvet, and garniſhed with vellum holes; 
©: (is boots bore an intimate reſemblance, both io co- 
vi. Pur and ſhape, to a pair ot leather buckets ; his 
his boulder was graced with a broad buff belt, from 
naShcoce depended a huge hanger, with a hilt like 
zart of a back ſword ;z and cn each fide of his pum- 
at, el appeared a ruſty piſtol rammed in a caſe covered 
of ich a bear ſkin. The loſs of his tye-periwig and 
a a Þc<d har, which were -uriofities of the kind, did 
e Dot at all contribute to the improvement of the pic= 
jo. {re 3 but; on the contrary, by exhibiting his bald 
co Hie, and the natural extenſion of his lanthorn jaws, 
he ded ro the peculiarity and extravagance of the 
at hole. Such a ſpectacle could not have failed of 
a. Nerting the whole company from the chace, had 
-p Is horte thought proper to purſue a different route, 
he ut the beaſt was too keen a {porter to chooſe any 
her way than that which the ſag followed; und 
11. Perefore, without ſtopping to gratify the curiofi- 
n of the ſpectators, he ina few minutes outſtripped 
es ery hunter in the field. There being à deep hol- 
1. „way betwixt him and the hounds, rather than 
d Ne round about the length of a furlong to a path 
1. Dit vroſſed the lane, he tranſported hiqmtelt 
is one jump, to the unſpeakable aſtonihment 
nd terror of a waggoner, who chanced to be un- 
le erneath, and faw this pbænomenon fiy over his 
l. irriage. I his was no! the only adventure he 
i chicved. The ſtag having taken a deer river that 
e in his way, every wan directed his couric 1o & 
idge in the neighbQurhood ; but our bridegtanm's 
durſer deſpiſing all ſuch conveniences, plunged in. 
r Phe ſtream without heſitation, and wa in a 
> Fiokling to the oppoſite ſhore. This juddeb in- 
a - mieruon 
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- merſfon into an element of which Trunnion way 


properly a native, in all probability helped to re. 
cruit the exhauſted fpirits of his rider, who at his 
landing on the other fide gave ſome tokens of ſen. 
ſation, by hollowing aloud for afliſtance, which he 
could not poſſibly receive, becauſe his horſe ſtill 
maintained the advantage he had gained, and would 
not allow himſelf to be overtaken. 

In ſhort, after a long chace, that laſted ſeveral 
hours, and extended to a dozen miles at leaſt, he 
was the firit in at the death of the deer, being fe. 
conded by the lieutenant's gelding, which, actuatcd 
by the ſane ſpirit, had withour'a rider, followed 
his companion's example. 

Our bridegraom ſinding himſelf at laſt brought 
up, or, in other words, at the end of his career, 
took the opportunity of this firſt pauſe, to defire 
the huntſmen would lend him a hand in diſmount- 
ing ; and as, by their condeſcenfion, ſafely placed 
on the graſs, where he fat ſtaring at the compauy 
as they came in, with ſuch wildneſs of aſtoniii- 
ment in his looks, as if he had been a creature 
of another ſpecies dropt among them from the 
clouds. | 

Before they had flefhed the hounds, however, 
he recollected himſelf, and ſceing one of the ſporiſ. 
men take a {mall flatk out oft his pocket and apply 
it to bis mouth, judged the cordial to be no other 
than near Coniac which it really was] and expreſ. 
ſing a defire of participation, was immediately ac- 
commodatcd with a moderate doſe, which perfed- 
lycompleated his recovery. 

By this time he and his two horſes had engroff. 
ed the attention of the whole crowd; while foe 


_ admired the clegant proportion and uocommos 


| | ſoirit 


. 
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ſpirit of the two animals. the reſt contemplated the 
ſurpriſing appearance of their maſter, whombe=- 
fore they had only ſeen en paſſant; and at length 
one of rhe gentlemen accoſting him very courteouſ- 
ly, ſignified his wonder at ſeeing him in ſuch an e- 
quipage, andaſked if he had not dropped his com- 
panion by the way. ** Why, look ye, brother, 
(replicd the commodore,) mayhap you think me an 
odd fort of a fellow, ſeeing me in this trim, eſpe- 
cially as I have loſt part of my rigying ;z but this 
here is the caie d'ye fee: I weighed anchor from my 
own houſe this morning at ten A. M. with fair wea= 
ther, and a favourable breeze at fouth fouth eaſt, 
being bound to the next church on the voyage of 
matrimony; but howſomever, we had not run down 
a quarter of a league, when the wind ſhitting, blow= 
ed directly in our teeth; fo that we were forced to 
tack all the way, d'ye fce, and had almoſt beat u 

within fizht of the port, when theſe ſons of bitches 
of horſes, which I had bought but two days before, 
(for my own part, I believe they are devils incar- 
nate,) luffed round in a trice, and then refuſing 
the helm, drove away like lightning with me and 
my licutenant, who ſoon came to anchor in an ex- 
ceeding good birth, As for my owa part, I have 
been carried over rocks, and flats, and quick ſands; 
among which I have pitched away a fpecial good tye 
-periwig, and an iron bound hat; and at. laſt, thank 
God! am got into ſmooth water and fafe riding; 
but if ever 1 venture my carcaſe upon ſuch 2 hare' um 


ſcare'um blood of a bitch again, my name is not 


Hawſer Trunnion, d—a my eyes!“ 

Oac of the company, ftruck wich his name, which 
he had often heard, immediately laid hold on his 
declaration at the c'ofe of this Ungular account; 
and obſerying that his horſes were very vicious, aſk- 
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ed how he intended to return ! As for that mat- 
ter, (replied Mr Trunnion,) I am reſolved to hire 
a edge or waggon, or ſuch a thing as a jack-als 
I'll be d—n'd if ever I croſs the back of a horſe a- 
gain,” „ And what do you propoſe to do with 
thele creatures? (ſaid the other, pointing to the 
hunters,) they ſeem to have ſome mettle ; but then 
they are mere colts, and will take the devil and all 
of breaking. Methinks thi, hither one is ſhoulder 
ſlipped. “ Damn them (cried the commodore 


.1 wiſh both their necks were broke, thof the two 


coſt me forty good yellow- boys.” „ Forty guineas! 
(exclaimed the firanger,who was a ſquire and a joc- 
ky, as well as owner of the pack) Lord! Lord! 
how a man may be impoſed upon]! Why, theſe cat- 
tle are clumſy enough to go to plow ; mind what a 
flat counter, do but obſerve how ſharp this here 


one is in the whithers; then he's fired in the fur- 


ther fetlock.” In ſhort, this connoifleur in horie- 
Beſh, having diſcovered in them all the defects 
which can poſſibly be found in that ſpecies of ani- 
mals, offered to give him ten guineas for the two, 
ſaying, he would convert them into beaſts of bur— 
den. The owner, who (after what had happened) 
was very well diſpoſcd to liſten to any thing that 
was ſaid to their prejudice, implicitly believed the 
truth of the ſtranger's afſeverations, diſcharged a 
furious volly of oaths againft the raſcal who had ta- 
ken him in, and forthwith ſtruck a bargain with 
the ſquire, who paid him inſtantly ſor his purchaſe; 
in conſequence of which he won the plate at the 
next Canterbury races. 

This affair being tranſacted, to the mutual ſatis- 
faction of both parties, as well as to the general 
entertainment of the company, who lau ghed in their 
let ves 
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fleeves at the dexterity of their friend, Trunnion 
was ſet upon the fquire's own horſe, and led by his 
ſervant in the midit of this cavalcade, which pro- 
ceeded to a neighbouring village, where they had 
beſpoke dinner, and where our bridegroom tound 
means to provide himſelf with another hat and 
wig. With regard to his marriage, he bore his 
diſappointment with the temper of a philolopher z 
and the exerciſe he had undergone having quickued 
his appetite, fat down at table in the midit of his 
new acquaintance, making a very hearty meal, and 
moiſtening every morle} with a draught of the ale: 
which he found very much to his ſatisfaétion. 


. 


He is found by the lieutenant : recmnducted te his own 
. bouſe ; married ts Mrs Grizzle, who meets with 
a ſmall misfor tune in the night, and afſerts her fre- 
rogative next morning, in conſequeiize of which her 
huſband's eye is endangered. 


E AN while lieutenaat Hatchway made ſhift 

to hobble to rhe church, where he informed 

the company of what had happened to the commo- 
dore: and the bride behaved with great decency 
on the occaſion ; for as ſoon as ſhe underſtood the 
danger to which her future huſhand was expoſed, . 
ſhe tinted in the arms of her lifter-in-tzw, to the 


ſarpriſe of all the ſpectators, who could not come 
' prehend the cauſe of. her diſorder ; and when ſhe 


was recovered by the application of ſinelling-bot 


tles carneſtly begged that Me Hatchway aud Tom 
| | F 


2 e Pipes 
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Pipes would take her brother's coach, and go in 
queſt of their commander. 

This taſk they readily undertook, being eſcort- 
ed by all the reſt of his adherents on horſeback 
while the bride and her friends were invited to the 
parton's houſe, and the ceremony deferred till a- 
another occaſion. 

The heutenant, ſteering his courſe as near the 
line of direction in which Jrunniou went off, as the 
coach-road would permit, got iutelligence of the 
track from one ſarm-houle to another; for ſuch 
an apparition could not fail of attracting particu» 
lar notice; and one of the horſemen haviog pick- 
cd up his hat and wig in a bye-path, the whole 
troop entered the village where he was lodged, a- 
bout four o'clock in the afternoon, When they 
underſtood he was ſafely bouſed at the George, they 
rode up to the door in a body, and expreſicd their 
ſatisfaction in three chears z which were returned 
by the company within, as ſoon as they were in- 
ſtruQed in the nature of the ſalute by Trunnion, 


who by this time had entered into all the jollity of 


his new friends, and was indeed more than half ſeas 
over, The licuteoant was introduced to all preſent 
as his ſworn brother, add had ſomething toſſed up 
for his dinner. Tom Pipes and the crew were re- 
galed in another room; and a freſh pair of horſes 
being put to the coach, about fix in the evening the 
commodore, with all his attendants, Ceparted for 
the garriſon, after having ſhook hands with every 
individual ja che houſe. 1 
Without any farther accident, he was conveyed 
in ſafety to his own gate before nine. and commits 
ted to the care of Pipes, who carried him inſtantly 
to his hammock, while the lieutenant was driven 
away to the place where the bride and ber friends 
remained 
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remained in great anxiety, which vaniſhed when he 
aflured them that his commodore was ſafe, being 
ſucceeded by abundance of mirth and pleafantry at 
the account he gave of Tru.nion's adventure. 

Another day was fixed for the nuptials ; and, in 
order to baulk the curivtity of idle people, which 
had given great offences, the parſon was prevailed 
uf on to perform the ceremony in the parrilon, 
which all that day was adorned with flags and pen- 
dants diſplayed, and at night illuminated by the di- 
rection of Huchway, who alſo ordered the pater= 
erocs to be fired as ſoon as the marriage knot was 
tied. Neither were the other parts of the enter- 
tainment neglected by this ingenious contriver, who 
produced undeniable proots of his elegance and art 
in the wedding ſupper, which had been committed 
to his management and direction. This genialban= 
quet was entirely compoſed of ſea-diſhes; a huge 
pillaw, conſiſting of a large piece of beef fliced ; 
a couple of fowls, and halt a peck of rice, ſmoak- 
ed in the middle of the board: a diſh of hard fiſh 
Twimming in oil appeared at cach end, the ſides bea 
ing furnithed with a mets of that ſavoury compo- 
tion known by the name of lod's courſe, and a 
plate of ſa'm1igundy. Ihe fecond coar! diiplay- 
ed a gooſe of a monſtrons magnitude thanked with 
two Guinea hens, a pig barbecu'd, an hoek of falt 
pork in the midſt of a peaſe pudding, a leg of 
e muttoh roaſted with potatoes, and another boiled 
with yams. * The third ſervice was made up of a 
loin ot Freſh pork with apples-fauce, a kid fmothers 
ed with onons, and a terrapin baked in the ſhell; 
"and, leſt of all, a prodigious ſca-pve was preſent- 
"ed, with an infinite volume of pancakes and trit- 
"ters. Chit cee thing might bu ntwerabte tothe 


magnificcnec of this delicate fcalt, he had provided 
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66 THE ADVENTURES OF 


vaſt quaatities of ſtrong beer, flip, rumbo, any o 
burat brandy, with plenty of Barbadoes water for 1 
the ladies; and hired all the ffddles within fix miles, WW Ic 
wito, with the addition of a drum, bag-pipe, and W 
Welch-barp, regaled the gueſts with a moſt melo- || ci 
dious concert. 4 | | 

The company, who were not at all exceptious, Ne 
ſeemed extremely well pleaſed with every particular | 
ot the entertainment: and the cvening being ſpent . t. 
in the moſt ſocial manner, the brides was by her tit- g 
ter conducted to her apartment, where. hawever, | a 
a trifling circumſtauce had like to have deſtroyed M 
the harmony which had been hicherto maintained. t. 
have already obſcrved, that there was not one 
ſtanding bed within the walls; therefore, the rea- 
deer will not wonder that Mrs 'Irunnion was out of 
humour, when ſhe, found herſelf under the neceſli- 

ty of being confined with her ſpouſe in a ham- 
_ mock, which tho' enlarged with a double portion 
of canvas, and dilated with a yoke for the occaſion it 
was at beſt but a diſagreeable, not to ſay, danger- 
ous fituation. She accordingly complained with 
tome warmch of thisinconvenicace, which ſhe im- 
puted to ditreſpect, and at laſt abſolutely refuſed to 
put up with the expedient But Mrs Pickle ſoon 
brought her to reaſon and compliance, by obſerv- 
ing hat one night would ſoon be clapſed, and next 

dag he might regulate her own œeonomy. | 
Thus perſuaded, ſhe v-ntured into the vehicle, 
and was viſited by her huſband in leſs than an hour, 
*the company. being departed to their own homes, 
and the garriſon left to the command of his licy- 
tenant and mate. Rut it ſcems the hooks that fup- 
orted this ſwinging couch were not calculated for 
the addition of weight which they were now deſtin- 
ad to bear; 38d, therefore, gave way in the . 

| | © 
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of the night, to the no {mall terror of Mrs Trun— 
nion, who perceiving herſelf falling, icreamed a- 
loud, and by that exciamation brought Hatchway 
with a light into the chamber. Tho' ſhe had re- 
ceived no injury by the fall, ſhe was extremely diſ- 
compoſcd and incenſed at the accident, which the 
even openly aſcribed to the obſtinacy and whimfi- 
cal oddity of the commodote, in ſuch petulent 
terms as evidently declared that the thought her 
great aim accompliſhed, and her authority tecured 
againſt all the ſhocks of fortune. Indeed her bed- 
fellow ſeemed to be of the fame opinion, by his 
tacit reſignation 3 for he made no reply to her in- 
ſinuations, but with a moſt vinegar aſpect crawled 
out of his nelt, and betook himſelf to reſt in ano— 
ther apartment, while his irritated ſpouſe diſmiſſed 
the lieutenant, and from the wreck of the ham- 
mock made an occaſional bed for herſelf on the 
floor, fully determined to provide better accommo— 
dation for next night's lodging. | 

Having no iuclinatioa o ſleep, her thoughts 
during the remaining part of the night were en— 
groſſed by a ſcheme of reformation {he was refolv= 
ed to execute in the family; and no ſooner did the 
fi lark bid ſalutation to the morn, than ſtarting 
from her humble, couch, and huddling on her 
ctoathes, ſh ,, fallied from her chamber, explored 
her way thro' paths before unknown, and in the 
courſe of her reſearches perceived a large bell, to 
which ſhe made ſuch effectual application as alarm- 


ed every ſoul in the family. In a moment ſhe was 


ſurrounded by Hatchway, Pipes, and all the reſt 
of the ſervants Half dreſſed: but ſeeing none of 
the feminine gender appear, ſhe began to ſtorm at 
the ſloth and lazineſs of the maids, who, ſhe-obferv- 


cd, ought to have been at work an hour at leaſt be- 
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fore ſhe called and then, for the ſirſt time, under- 
ſtood that no women were permitted to fleep within 
the walls. * 5 f 
She did not fail to exclaim againſt this this regu- 
lation; and being informed that the cook aad 
chambermaid lodged in a ſmall office-houſe that 
ſtood without the gate ordered the draw-bridge to 
be let down, and in perſon beat up their quarters, 
commanding them forthwith to ſer about ſcouring 
the rooms, which had not been hitherto keptin a 
very decent condition. while two men were imme- 
diately employed to tranſport the bed, on which he 
uſed to lie, from her brother's houſe to her new 
habitation; ſo that, in leſs than two hours, the 
whole ceconomy of the garriſon was turned topſy 
-turvy, and every thing inyolved in tumult and no- 
iſe. Trunnion being diſturbed and diſtracted with 
the uproar, turned out in his ſhirt like a maniac, 
and arming himſelf with a cudgel of crab-tree 
made an irruption into his wife's apartement, where 
perceiving a couple of carpenters at work, in join- 
ing a bed-ſtead, he, with many dreadful oaths and 
opprobrious invectives, ordered them to deſiſt, ſwear- 
ing, he would ſuſſer no bulk- heads nor hurricane- 


| Houſes to ſtand where he was 'maſter : but finding 


his remonſtrances diſregarded by theſe mechanics, 
who believed him to be ſome madma belonging to 
the family, who had broke from his confinement, 
aſſaulted them both with great fury and indigaa- 
tion, and was handled ſo roughly in the encounter, 
that. in a very ſhort time he meaſured his length on 
the floor, in conſequence of a blow that hevreceir- 
ed from a hammer, by which the ſight of his re- 
maining eye was grievduſly endangered, © © 
aving thus reduced him to a ſtate of ſubjection 


they relolved to ſecure him with cords, and were 


5 actual 
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act vally buſy in adiuſting his fetters, when he was 
xempred from the diſgrace by the accidental en- 
cance of his ſpouſe, who reſcued him from the 
hands of his adverſaries, and, in the midſt of her 
ondolance, imputed his misfortune to the inconſi- 
derate roughneis of his own diſpoſitlon. 

He breathed notiſing but revenge, and made ſome 
efforts to chaſtiſe the infolence ot the wor kmeny 
who, as ſoon as they underſtood his quality, aiked 
forgiveneſs r what they had done with great hu- 
mility, proteſting that they did not know he was 
maltcr of the houſe, But, far from being ſatis lied 
with this apology, he groped about for the bell, 
(the inflammation of his eye haviog utterly deprive 
ed him of fight) and the rope being, by the piccau- 
tion of the delinquenis, conveyed out of his teach, 
began to (torm with incredible vociferation, like a 
lion roaring in the toil, pouring forth innumerable 
oaths and execrations, and calling by name Hatch» 
way and Pipes, who being within hearing, obeyed 
the extraordinary ſummons, and were ordered to 
put the carpenters in irons, for having audaciouſly 
allaviced him in his own houſe. 

His myrmidons ſeeing he had been evil intreated, 
were exaſperated at the aſſault he had ſuffered, which 
they conſidered as an aftront upon the dignity of 
the garriſon, the more ſo, as the mutineers ſee 
to put themſelves in a poſture of defence, and ſet 
their authority at defiance + they therefore; un- 
ſheathed their cutlaſſes, which they commonly wore 
as badges of their commiſſion ; and a. deſperate en- 
gagement, in all probability, would have enſued, 
had not the lady of the caſtle interpoſed, and pre- 
. vented the effects of their animoſity, by aſſuring the 
lieutenant that the commodore had been the ag- 
„ grellor 3 and that the workmen, finding themſelves 
attacked in ſuch an extraordinary männer, by a 
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22 whom they did not know, were cbliged to 
a 


ct in their own defence, by which he had received 
that unlucky contuſion. 


Mr Hatchway no ſooner learnt the ſentiments of 


"Mrs Trunnion, than ſheathing his indignation, he 


told the commodore he ſhould always be ready to 
evecute his lawfal commands; but that he could not 
in conſcience be concerned in oppreſſing poor people 
who had been guilty of no offence * 

This unexpected declaration, together with the 
behaviour of his wife, who in his hearing deſired 
the carpenters to reſume their work, filled the breaſt 
of Trunnion with rage and mortification. He pull. 
ed off his woolen night- cap, pummelled his bare pate, 
beat the floor alternately with his feet, ſwore his 
people had betrayed him and curſed himſelf to the 
loweſt pit of hell, for having admitted ſuch a cocka- 
trice into his family. But all theſe exclamations did 
not avail ; they were among the laſt eſſays of his re- 
ſiſtance to the will of his wife, whoſe influence a- 
mong his adherents had already ſwallowed up his 
own; and who now peremptorily told him, that he 
muſt leave the management of every thing within 


doors to her, who underſtood beſt what was for her 


honour and advantage. She then ordered a poul- 
tice to be prepared for his eye, which being applied, 


- He was committed to the care of Pipes, by whom ke 


was led about the houle like a blind bear growling 
for prey, while his induſtrious yoke- fellow execut- 
edevery circumſtance of the plan ſhe had projected; 
ſo that, when he recovered his viſion, he was an ut- 
ter ſtranger in his own houſe. | 


.. 
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he commodore being in ſome caſes reſtive, his lady has 
recourſe to artifice in the eſtabliſhment of her thrones 
ſhe exhibits ſymptoms of pregnancy, to the unſpeak- 


able joy of Irunnion, wha nevertheleſs is bauiked 
in his expeftatim. 


HESE innovations were not effected without 
many loud objections on his part; and di- 
yers curious dialogues paſſed between him and his 
yoke-tellow, who always came off victorious from 
the diſpute ; inſomuch that his countenance gra— 
dually fell; he began to ſuppreſs, and atlength en- 
tirely devoured his ckagrin ; the terrors of ſuperior 
authority were plainly perceivable in his features, 
and iu leſs than three months he became a thorough 
-paced huſband. Not that his obſtinacy was ex- 
tinguiſhed, though overcome; in ſome things he 
was inflexible and muliſh as ever, but then he durſt 
not kick ſo openly, and was reduced to the neceſſi- 
ty of being paſſive in his reſentments. Mrs 'Trun- 
nion, for example, propoſed that a coach and ſix 
ſhould be purchaſed, as the could not ride on horſe- 
back, and the chaiſe was a ſcandalous carriage for a 
perſon of her condition; the commodore, conſci- 
ous of his own inferior capacity in point of reaſon= 
ing, did not think proper to diſpute the propoſal, 
but lent a deaf ear to her repeated remonſtrances, 
though they were enforced with every argument 
which ſhe thought could ſooth, terrify, (ſhame or 
decoy him into compliance ; in vain did ſhe urge the 
excels of allcQiou the had for him, as meriting ſome 
return of tenderneſs aud condeſcenſion ; he was e- 
ven proof againſt certain menacing hints ſhe gave, 


touching 
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touching the reſentment of a lighted woman: and 


he ſtood out againſt all the conſiderations of digit 
or diſgrace, like a bulwark ot braſs. Neither we 


he moved to any indecent or unkind expreſſions d 


contradiction, even when ſhe upbraided him wirh h 

fordid diſpoſition, and put him in mind of the for 
tune and honour he had acquired by his marr iag: 
but ſeemed to retire within himſelf, like a tortoit 
when attacked, that ſhrinks within its ſhell, and ii 
ently endured the ſcourge of her reproaches, with 
out ſeeming ſenſible of the ſmart. 

This, however, was the only point in which fh 
had been baſed fince her nuptials; and as ſhe could 
by no means * the miſcarriage, the tortured her 
invention for ſome new plan by which the mige 
augment her influence and authority: what her oe 
nius refuſed, was ſupplicd by accident; for the had 
not lived four months in the garriton, when {his 
was ſeized with frequent quaims and reachings, her 
breaſts began to harden, and her ſtomach to be rc: 
markably prominent: in a word, ſhe congratulare! 
herſelf on the ſymptoms of her own fertility, an 
the commodore was tranſported with joy at the 
proſpect of an heir of his own begetting. 

She knew this was the proper ſcaſon tor vindicat 
ing her own ſovercignty, and accordingly employet 

.the means which narure had put in her power, 
There was nat 4 rare piece of furniture and apparel 
for which ſhe did not long; and one day as the 
went to church, ſeeing Lady Stately's equipage ar- 
rive, ſhe ſuddenly fainted away. Her huſhand, 
who: vanity had never been ſo perfectly gratified a 
with this promiſed harveſt of his own ſowing, too 
the alarm immediately, and in order to prevent re 
lapſes of that kind, which might be attended wis 
fatal conſcquences to his hope, gave her leave t. 
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beſpeak a coach, horſes, and liveries, to her owa 
liking. Thus authorized, the in a very liule time 
exhibited inch a ſpecimen of her own taſte and mag- 
nificence, as afforded ſpeculation to the whole coun— 
try, and made Urunniou's heart quake within him, 
becauſe he foreſaw no lanits to her extravagance, 
which alſo manifcſted i:{clt in the moſt expenſive 

reparations for her lying in. * 

er pride, which had hitherto regarded the repre- 
ſentatives'ot her father's houſe, ſeemed now to loſe 
all thar hereditary reſpect, and prompt her to out— 
ſhine and undervalue the elder branch of her tamily. 
She behaved to Mrs Pigkle with a tort of civil re 
ſerve that implicd a confcious {uperiority, and an 
emulation in point of grandeur immediately com- 
menced between the two {iiters. She every day com- 
municated her importance to the whole parith, un- 
der pretence of taking the air in her coach, and 
endeavourcd to extend her acquaintance amang 
people of faſhion. Nor was this an undertaking 
attended with great difliculty, tor all pertons what- 
ever, capable of maintaining a certain appearance, 
will always find admillion into what is called the beſt 
company, and he rated ia point ot character ac- 
cording to their own valuation, without fubjecting 
their pretenſions to the {mallett doub. or examina= 
tion. Jn all her vitis and partics the ſeized every 
opportunity of declaring her preſent condition, ob- 
ſerving chat (he was forb'd by her ph Aicians to taſte 
ſuch a pickle, and that fuch a dith was poiſon o a 
woman in her way: nay, where (he was on a foot- 
ing of familiarity, ſhe aflected to make wry faces, 
and complained that the young rogue began to be 
very unruiy, wiithing herſelf into divers contoriie 
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ons, as if ſhe had been grievoully incommoded by 


the metile of this future 'Trunnion, The huſband 
G himſelf 
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himſelf did not behave with all the moderation that 
might have been expected; at the club he frequently 
men tioned this circumſtance of his own vigGur az 
a. pretty fucceſstul feat to be performed by an old 
fellow of fifty-five, and confirmed the opinion of 
his ſtrength by redoubled ſqueezes of the laudlord's 
hand, which never failed of extorting a ſatisfactory 
certificate of his might. When his companions 
drank to the Hans en kelder, or Jack in the low 
cellar, he could not help diſplaying an extraordin- 
ary complacenee of countenance, and ſignified his 
intention of ſending the young dog to ſea, as ſoon 
as he ſhould be able to carry a catridge, in hopes 
of ſecing him an officer before his own death. 

This hope helped to conſole him under the ex- 
traordinary expence to which he was expoſed by 
the profuſion of his wife, eſpecially when he conſi- 
dered that his compliance with her prodigality 
would be limited to the expiration of the nine 
months, of which the beſt part was by this time 
elapſed ; yet, in ſpite of all this philoſophical re- 
ſignation, her fancy ſometimes ſoared to ſuch a ri- 
diculous and intolerable pitch of infolence and ab- 
ſurdity, that his temper Ariook him, and he could 
not help wiſhing in ſecyet, that her pride might be 
confounded in the diſſipation of her moſt flattering 
hopes, even though he himſelf hould be a princt- 
pal ſufferer by the diſappointment. Theſe, however, 
were no Other than the ſuggeſtions of temporary 
diſguſts, that commonly ſubſided as ſuddenly as 
they aroſe, and never gave the leaſt diſturbance to 
the perſon who inſpired them, becauſe he took care 
to conceal them caretully from her knowledge. 

Meanwhile the happily advanced in her reckon- 
ing, with the promile of a favourable iſſue ; the 
term of her computation expired, and in the * 
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dle of che night ſhe was viſited by certain warnings 
that ſeemed to beſpeak the approach of the critical 
moment. The commodore got up with grrat ala- 
crity, and called the midwife, who had been lev e 
days in the houſe; the goſſips were immediaiciy 
ſommoned, and the moit intereſting expectations 
prevailed ; but the ſymptoms of labour gradually 
vaniſhed, and, as the matrons ſagely obſerved, chis 
was no more than a falſe alarm. 

Two nights atter, they received a ſecond intima - 
tion, and as ſhe was ſenſibly diminiſhed in the waiſt, 
every thing was ſuppoſed to be in a fair way: yet 
this viſitaton was not more concluſive than the for- 
mer; her pains wore off in ſpite of all her endca- 
vours to encourage them, and the good women be— 
took themſelves to their reſpective homes, in expec- 
tation of finding the third attack deciſive, alluding 
to the well known maxim, that number three is ul- 
ways fortunate. For oace, however, this apothegm 
failed; the next call was altogether as ine ffectual as 
the former; and moreover, attended wich a phe— 
nomenon which to them was equally ſtrange and 
inexplicable : this was no other than ſuch a reduc- 
tion in the ſize of Mrs Trunnion as might have been 
expected after the birth of a full-grown child. Start- 
led at ſuch an unaccountable event, they lat in cloſe 
divan z and concluding that the caſe was in all re- 
ſpects unnatural and prodigious, deſired that a mel- 
ſenger might be immediately diſpatched for ſome 
male- practitioner ia the art of midwifery. 

The commodore, without gueſling the cauſe of 
their perplexity, ordered Pipes immediately on this 
piece of duty; and in leſs than two hours they were 
affiſted by the advice of a ſurgeon of the neighbour- 
hood, who boldly aflirmed that the patient had ne- 
er been with child. This afleveration was like a 
| clap 
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Clap of thunder to Trunnion, who had been dur- 
Ing eight whole days and nights in continual cx- 
pectation of being hailed with the appellation of 
father. | Kr 
After ſome recolleQtion, he ſwore the ſurgeon 
was an ignorant fellow, and that he would not take 
his word for what he advanced; being comfur.cd 
and confirmed in his want of faith by the inſinuations 
of the midewife,who ſtill perſiſted to feed Mrs Trun- 
nion with hopes of a ſpecdy and ſafe delivery; ob. 
ſerving that the had been concerned in many a cal. 
of the fome nature, where a fine child was found, 
even after all ſigns of the mother's pregnancy had 
difappeared. en wig of hope, how ſlender ſo— 
ever it may be, is cagerly caught hold on by people 
who find themſelves in danger of being difappointed, 
To every queition propoſed by her to the lady with 
the preamble of“ Han' you ?” or © Dow. you?“ 
an anſwer was made in the aflirmative, whether a- 
greeable to truth or not, becauſe the reſpogd-nt 
could not find in her heart to diluwn any ly,nptom 
that might favour the Lotion ſhe had 19 long ju- 
dulged. . OS pp 
his experienced proficient in the obſtetiic art 
was therefote kept in cloſe attendance far the. ſpacc 
of three weeks, during which the paticat had ſcver- 
al returns of what the pleaſed herſelf with believing 
to be labour pins, till at length (he and ber hul- 
band became the ſtanding joke of the parith z aud 
this In fatuated eouple could ſcarce be prevailed upon 
to part with their hopes, even when ſhe appeared 
as lank as a greyhound, and they were furnithed 
with other unqueſtionable proofs of their haviny 
been deceived. But they could not for ever remain 
under the influence of this ſweet delution. which t 
lait faded away, aud was ſucceeded by a Patente of 
t ane 
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ſhame and contuſion, that Kept the huſband within 
doors for the {pace of a whole fortnight, and con- 
fined his lady to her bed tor a 1eries of weeks, dur- 
ing which ſhe ſuſfered all the anguith of the moſt in- 


tenſe mortißication; yet even this was ſubdued by the 
lenient hand of time. 

I he ſirſt relpite from her chagrine was employed 
in the ſtrict diſcharge of what are called the duties 
of religion, which ſhe performed with the moit ran— 
corus leverity, ſetting e fogt a perſecution ia her 
own family, that made the houle too hot for all the 
menial ſervants, even ruflled the almoſt invincibl- 
inditference of Tom Pipes, haraſled rhe commo— 
dore himſelf out of all paticace, and fparcd uo ia 


dividual but lieutenant Hatchway, whom [tc never 
_ ventured to diſoblige. 


C HAP. XI. 


Mrs Trunnion erects a tyranny in the garriſon, while 
her huſband concetives an aff etionfor his nephew Per- 
ry, who manifeſts a peculurity of diſpoſition even in 
his tender years. 


AVING exerciſed herſelf three months in 

{uch pious amuſements, ſhe appeared again 

in the world; but her misfotune had made ſuch an 
impreflion on her mind, that ſhe could not bear 
the ſight' of a child, and trembled whenever the 
converſation happencd to turn upon a chriſtening. 
Her temper, which was naturally none of the twect— 
eſt, teemed to have imbibed a double proportion of 
ſouring from her diſappointment 3 of conſequ: nce 
G 3 | her 


78 THE ADVENTURES OF 


her company was not much coveted, and ſhe found 
very few people diſpoſed to treat her with thoſe 
marks of confideration which ſhe looked upon as 
her due. This neglect detached her from the ſocie- 
ty of an unmanneriy world; the concentred the 
energy of all her talents in the government-of her 
own houſe, which groaned accordingly under her 
arbitrary fway, and in the brandy-bottle found am- 


ple conſolation for all the affliction ſhe had under- 
gone ; ; 


thered his diſ race, after having ſuſtained many ſe- 
vere jokes from the lieutenant ; and now his chief 
aim being to be abſent from his own houſe as much 
as poſſible, he frequented the public-houſe more 
than ever, more aſſiduouſly cultivated the friend- 
ſhip of kis brother-in-law Mr Pickle, and in the 
courfe of their intimacy conceived an affection for 


his nephew Percy, which did not end but with his 


life. Indeed it muſt be owned that Trunnion was 
not naturally deficient in the ſocial paſſions of the 
ſoul, which, though they were ſtrangely warped, 
diſguiſed and overborne by the circumſtances of his 
boiſterons life and education, did not fail to mani- 
feſt themſelves occafionally through the whole courſe 
of his behaviour. 

As all hopes of propogating his own name had 
periſhed, and his relations lay under the interdic- 
tion of his hate, it is no wonder that through the 
- familiarity and friendly intercourſe between him and 
Mr Gamaliel, he contracted a liking for the boy, 
who by this time entered the third year of his age, 
and was indeed a very handſome, healthy, and pro- 
miſing child; and what ſeemed to ingratiate him 
ſtill more with his uncle, was a certain oddity of dif- 
pofition for which he had been remarkable even 


from 


— 


As for the commodore, he in a little time wea- 
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from his cradle. It is reported of him, that betore 
the firſt year of his infancy was elapſed, he uſed ve- 
ry often, immediately after being dreſſed, in the 
midſt of the carefles which were beſtowed upon him 
by his mother, while the indulged herſelf in the 
contemplation of her own happineſs, al} of a ſudden 
to alarm her with a fit of fhrieks and cries, which 
continued with great violence till he was ſtripped to 
the fkin with the utmoſt expeditiza by order of his 
affrighted parent, who thought his tender body was 
tormented by the miſapplication of ſome unlucky 
pin; and when he had given them all this diſtur- 
bance and unneceflary trouble, he would lie ſprawi- 
ing and laughing in their faces as if he ridiculed the 
impertinence of their concern. 

Nay, it is affirmed, that one day, when an old 
woman who attended in the nurſery had by ſteal ch 
conveyed a bottle of cordial waters to her mouth, 
he pulted his nurſe by the fleeve, and by a flight glance 
detected the theft, tipt her the wink with a particu- 
lar flyneſs of countenance, as if he had ſaid with a 
ſneer; “ Ay, ay, that is what you muſt all come to.” 
But theſe inſtances of reflectiou in a babe nine 
months old are ſo incredible, that I look upon them 
as ex pe facto obſervations, founded upon imagina- 
ry recollection, when he was in a more advanced age. 
and his peculiarities of temper became nuch more 
remarkable; of a piece with the ingenious diſcover- 
ies of thofe ſagacious obſervers, who can diſeern 
ſomething evidently characteriſtic in the features of 
any noted perſonage whofe character they have pre- 
viouſly heard explained; yet, without pretending 
to ſpecxy at what period of his childhood tliis ſingu- 
larity firſt appeared, I can with great truth declare, 
that when he firſt attracted the notice and affetian 
df his uncle, it was plainly perceivable. | 


%. 
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not deny that he might have been inſſuenced in ih 
LN by the example and inſtruction of NM 


of all ſenſe and motion, to the terror and amaze- 
meut of the 


eves and laughed heartily at the ſucceſs of his ow! 
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One would imagine he hid marked out the com 


_ modore as a proper object of ridicule. for almoſt all 


his childiſh fatire was levelled againſt him. I will 


atchway, who delighted in ſuperintending the fich 
eflays of his genius. As the gout had taken up its 
reſidence in Mr Trunnion's great toe, from whence 
it never removed, no not for a day, little Perr 
took great pleaſure in treading. by accident on thi: 
infirm member; and when his uncle, incenſed b 
the pain, uſed to damn him for a bell-begotten brat, 
he would appeaſe him in a twinkliug by returning 
the curſe with equal emphaſis, and aſking what wa 
the matter with old Hannibal Thogh? an appella- 
tion by which the lieutenant had taught him to Ci! 
tinguiſh this grim commander. 


either was this the only experiment he tried up 
on the patience of the commodore, with whole nose 


he uſed to take indecent freedoms even while he was 
fondled on his knee; in one month he put him to 
the expence of two guineas in ſeal-ſkin, by picking 
his pocket of divers tobacco pouches, all of which 
he in ſecret committed to the flames. Nor did the 


- caprice of his diſpoſition abſtain from the favourite 


beverage of Trunnion, who more than once ſwa! 
lowed a whole draught in which his brother's ſnu/; 
box had been emptied, before he perceived the diſa 
greeable infuſion : and one day, when the commo 
dore had chaſtiſed him by a gentle tap with his cane 
he fell, flat on the floor as if he had been deprive 


ſtriker; and after having filled th 
whole houſe with confuſion and diſmay, opened hi: 


impoſition. 
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Tt would, be an endleſs and perhaps no very a- 
greeable taſk, to enumerate all the unlucky pranks 
he played upon his uncle and others, before he; ate 
tained the fourth; vear of his age: about which time 
he was tent, with an, attendant, to a day-ichool in 
the neighbourhood, that (:0 uſe his good mother's 
own expreſion) he might be cut of harm's way. 
Here, however, he made little progreſs, except in 
miſchief, , which he practiſed with {npunity, becauſe 
the ſchool-miitreſs would run no rick of difobliging 
a lady of fortune, by exerciſing unneceſſary ſever- 
ities upon her only child. Nevertheleſs, Mrs Pice 
kle was not ſo blindly partial as to be pleaſed with 
ſuch unſeaſonable indulgence. Perry was taken out 
of the hands ot this courteous teacher, and comrait- 
ed to the inſtruction of a pedagogue, who was or- 
dered to adminſter ſuch correction as the boy ſhould 
ia his opinion deſerve. This authority he did not 
neglect to uſe ; his pupil was regularly flogged twice 
a-day, and after having been ſubjected to this courſe 
of diſcipline ror the ſpace of eighteen months, de- 
clared rhe moſt obſtinate dull and untoward genius 
that ever had fallen under his cultivation; inſtead 
of being reformed, he ſeemed rather hardened 
and confirmed in his vicious inclinadions, and was 
dead to all ſenſe of fear as well as ſhame. His mo- 
ther was extremely mortified at theſe ſymptouis of 
ſtupidity, which ſhe conſidered as an inheritance 
deprived from the ſpirit of his father, and conſe- 
quently inſurmountable by all the efforts of human 
care. But the commodore rejoiced over the rug- 
gednels of his nature, and was particularly pleaſed 
when upon inquiry he found that Perry had beaten 
all the, boys, in the ſchool; a circumſtance from 


which he piognoſticated every thing that was tair 


aud fortunate in his future fate; oblerving, that, 
| 8 ms 


— 


CY 
— > 


_ 
* 
=E — 
— 
2 
— hs 4 — 
- * — 


—ͤ— 


* $ 
. —— 
_ — 


* 


2 — 
— 
n 
o 
4 
hd 


> _—— 
— 


M.A 
* * 
— 


z 


— — 


— 


—  — 


— 


/ 

14 
1 
1 


82 THE' ADVENTURES OF | 

at his age, he himſelf was juſt ſuch another. The 
bey, who was now turned of fix, having profited 
ſo little under the birch of his unſparing governor, 
Mrs Pickle was counſelled to ſend” him to a board- 
ing-ſchool not far from London, which was kept 
by a certain perſon very eminent for bis ſucceſsful 
method of education. This advice ſhe the more 
readily embraced, becauſe at that time ſhe found 
herſelf pretty far gone with another child, that che 
hoped would confole her for the diſappointment (he 
had met with in the unpromiſing talents of Perry, 
or at any rate divide her concern, fo as to enable 
her to endure the abſence of either. 855 


8 M A n 


Peregrine ts ſent to a boarding- ſchool, becomes remar- 
table for his genius and ambition. 8 


T* commodore underſtanding her determina- 
tion, to which her huſband did not venture 
to make the leaſt objection, intereſted himſelf fo 
. much in behalf of his favourite, as to fit him out 
at his own charge, and accompany him in perſon tofſ 
the place of his deſtination ; where he defrayed the 
expence of his entrance, and left him to the pacrti-J. 
cular care and inſpection of the uſher, who having 
been recommended'to him as a perſon of parts and 
integrity, received per advance a handſome conſider- 
ation for the taſk he undertook.” | 
Nothing could be better judged than this piece of 
liberality; the affiſtant was actually a man ot learn- 
ing, probity, and good ſenſe; and though oblige 
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py the ſcandalous adminiſtration of fortune to act in. 
he character of an inferior teacher, had, by his ſole 
apacity and application, bronght the ſchool to that 
legree of reputation which it never could have ob- 
| ained from the talents of his ſuperior. He had e- 
” Mabliſhed an æconomy, which, though regular, was 
Pot at all ſevere, by enacting a body of Jaws ſuited 
o the age and comprehenſion of every individual ; 
and each tranigrefior was fairly tried by his peers, 
nd paniſhed according to the verdict ot the jury. 
o boy was ſcourged for want of apprehenſion, but 
ſpirit of emulation was raiſed by well-timed praiſe 
ad artful compariſon, and maintained by a dittri- 
ution of {ſmall prizes, which were adjudged to 
ole who ſignalized themſelves either by their in— 
luſtry, ſobriety, or genius. This tutor, whoſe name 
as Jennings, began with Perry, according to his 
onſtant maxim, by cxaminirg he ſoil the bias of his 
iſpoſition, which was lirangely perveried by the 
blurd diſcipline he had undergone. He found him 
a ſtate of ſullen inſenſibility, which the child had 
radually contracted in a long courſe of ſtupifying 
prrection; and at firſt he was notin the leaſt actuat- 
| by that commendation which animated the reſt 

oe t his ſchool-felows; nor was it in the power of 
#0 proachto excite his ambition, which had been bur- 
Aer d, as it were, in the grave of diigrace z the uſher, 
ere fore had recourſe to contemptuous neglect, 

* th which he affected to treat this ſtubborn ſpirit ; 
reſeeing, that if he retained any ſeeds of ſentiment, 

. ſis weather wovld infallibly raiſe them into vegeta- 
v5 pa: this judgment was juſtified by the event; the 
hg 12 in a little time began to make obſervätions; he 
received the marks of diſtinction with which vir- 

e was rewarded, grew aſhamed of the detpicable 
ure he himſelf made among his companions, who, 
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far from covrting, rather ſhunned his converſation; 
and actually pined at his own want of importance. 

Vir Jennings ſaw and rejoiced at his mortification, 
which he {ſuffered to proced as far as poſſible, with. 
out endangering his health. The child loſt all re- 
Iith for &iverſion, loathed his food, grew u penſtve, 
ſolitary, and was frequently found weeping by him— 
felf. "Theſe ſymptoms plainly evinced the recovery 
ot his feelings, to which bis povernor thought it nov 
high time to make application: and, therefore, by 
little and little altered his behaviour from the indit« 
ference he had put on, to the appearance of more 
regard and attention. This produced a favourable 
change in the boy, whole eyes ſparkled with fatis- 
faction ont day, when his maſter expreſſed higuieit 
with a ſhew of ſurpriſe intheſe words, ** So, Perry! 
«© I find you dont. want genius, when you think 
„% proper to uſe it.” Such encomiums kindled the 
ſpirit of emulation in his little breaſt : he exerted 
himſelf with ſorprißng alacrity, by which he ſocn 
acquitted himſeHh of the imputation of dullneſs, and 
obtained ſundry honorary (ilver pennies, as acknow: 
ledgments of his application: his ſchool-llows nay 
ſolicited his friendchip as eagerly as they bad avoid. 
ed it before; and in Iefs than a atwelvemonth after 
his arrival, this ſuppoſed dunce was remarkable fer 
the brightneſs of his parts; having in that ſhort pe. 
riod learnt to read Engliſh perfectly well, made 
great pragreſs in writing, enabled himfelf to ſpcak 
the French language without heſitation, and acquir 
ed fome knowledge in the Rudiments of the Latin 
tongue. The vſher did not fall to tranſmit an ac 
count of his proficiency 10 the commodore. who re 
ceived it with tranſport, ad forthwith communica 
ed the happy tidings to the parents. 

Mr Gamalic: Pickle, who was never ſubject te 
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violent emotions, heard them with a fort of phleg- 
matic ſatis faction that ſcarce manifeſted itſelf either 
in his . countenance or expreſlions ; nor did the 
child's mother break forth into that rapture and ad- 
miration which might have been expected, when ſhe 
underſtood how much the talents of her firſt born 
had exceeded the hope of her warmeſt imagination. 
Noc but that ſhe profeſſed herſelf well pleaſed with 
Perry's reputation ; though ſhe obſerved, that, in 
theſe commendationg, the truth was always cxagger- 
ated by ſchool-maſters, for their own intereſt ; ayd 
pretended to wonder that the uſher had not mingl- 
ed more probability with his praiſe. Trunnion was 
offended at her indifference and want of faith, and 
believing that ſhe reſined too much in her diſcera- 
ment, {wore that Jennings had declared the truth, 
and nothing but the truth; for he himſelf had pro- 
phecied from the beginning that the boy would turn 
out a credit to his tamily. But by this time Mrs 
Pickle was bleſfed with a daughter, whom ſhe had 
brought into the worid about fix months before the 
intelligence arrived; ſo that her care and affection 


being otherwiſe engroſſed, the praiſe of Perry was 
- tha fe 


ſs greedily devoured. The abatement of her 
fqndneſs was an advantage to his education, which 
would have been retarded, and perhaps ruined by 
pernicious indulgence and prepoſterovs interpoſition, 
had her love conſidered him as an only chitd ; where- 
as her concern being now diverted to another ob- 
ject that ſhared, at leaſt, one half of her affection, 
he was left to the management, gf his preeeptor, who 
tutored him according, to his own. plan, without 
any let or interruption. Indeed, all his ſagacity and 
circumſpection were but barely ſufficient to keep the 


young gentleman in order; for no'y that he had won 


the palm of victory from his rivals in point of ſcho- 
8 H larſhip 


* 
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larthip, his ambition dilated, and he was ſeized with 
deſire of ſubjecting the whole ſchool by the valour 
of arm. Before he. could bring his project to bear, 
innumerable battles were fought with'various ſucceſs; 
every day a blocdy noſe and complaint were pre- 
ſented againſt him, and his own 'viſage commonly 
bore ſome livid marks of obſtinate contention. At 
length, however, he accompliſhed his aim; his ad- 
verſaries were ſubdued, his proweſs acknowledged, 
and he obtained the laurel in war as well as in wit. 
Thus triumphant, he was intoxicated with ſucceſs. 
His pride roſe in proportion to his power, and in 
tpite of all the endeavours of Jennings, who prac- 
tiſed every method he could invent for curbing his 
licentious conduct, v.ithour depreſſing his ſpirit, be 
contracted a large proportion ot infolence, which a 
ſeries of misfortune that happened to him in the ſe- 
el could ſcarce effectually tame. Nevertheleſs, 
there was a fund of good nature and generoſity in 
his compoſition; and though he eſtabliſhed a tyran- 
ny among his comrades, the tranquillity of his reign 
was maintained by the love rather than by the fear 
of his ſubjects. . 
In the midſt of all this enjoyment of empire, he 
never once violated that reſpectful awe es which 
the uſher had found means to infpire him; hut he 
by ho means preſerved the ſame regard for the prin- 
cipal maſtery, an old illiterate German quack,'who 
had formerly practiſed corn-cutting among the qua- 
lity, and ſold coſmetic waſhes to the ladies, together 
will teeth powders, hair-dying liquors, prolific 
elixirs, and tinctures to ſweeten the breath. Theſe 
noſtrums, recommended by the art af cringings in 
which he was conſummate, ingratiated him fo much 


wich people of faſhion, that he was enabled to ſer 
vp ſchool with five and twenty boys of the beſt fa- 
vi a * ier eee milies, 
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milies, whom he boarded on his own terms, and 


undertook to inſtruct in the French and Latin lau— 
guages, ſo as to qualiſy them for the colleges of 
We miaſter and Eaton. While this plan was in its 
infancy, he was ſo fortunate as to meet with Jen- 
nings, who for the paultry confide ration of thirty 
pounds a year, which his neceſlities compelled him 
to accept, took the whole trouble of educating the 
children upon himſelf, contrived an excellent ſyſten 
for that purpoſe, and by his alidvity and knowledge, 
executed all the pariiculars to the entice ſatisfaction 
of thoſe, concerned, who, by-the-bye, never in- 
quired into his qualifications, but ſuffered the other 
to enjoy the fruits of his labour and jagenuity. 


Over and above a large ſtock of avarice,ignorance, ' 


an1 vanity, this ſuperior had certain ridiculous pc - 
culiarities ia his perſon, ſuch as a hunch upon his 
back, and diſtorted limbs, that ſcemed to attract the 
ſatyrical notice of Peregrine, who, young as he waz, 
took off-ace at his want of reverence for his uſher, 
over whom he ſometimes chole opportunities of dis- 
playing his auchority, that the boys might not d- 
place their veneration. Mr Keypſtick, therefore, 
ſuch as | have deteribed him, incurred the contempt. 
and diſpleaſure of this enterpriting pupil, who nds 
being in the tenth year of his age, had capacity e- 
nough to give him abundance of vexation, He un— 
derwent many moriifyinp ja kes from the invention 
of Pickle and his confedefates : fo that be began 165 
entertain fuſpiciza of Mi Jennings, who he could 
not help thinking had ben at the bottom of them 
all, and fp: iced up principles of rebellion in the 
ſchool, with a view of making himſelf independent. 
Poſſe ſſed with +his chimera, which was void of all 
foundation, the German ds ,. folowas to rams 
per in private with the boys, trom whom he hoped 
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to draw ſomevery important diſcovery, but he was 
diſappointed in his expectation : and this mean prac- 
rice reaching the cars of his uſher, he voluntarily re- 
iigned his employment. Finding iatereſt to obtain 
holy orders, in a little time after he left the kingdom 
hoping to find a ſettlement in ſome of our Ameri. 
c2n plantations. 7 | 

'The departure of Mr Jennings produced a great 
revolution in the affairs ot Keypſtick, which declin- 
ed from that moment, becauſe he had neither autho- 
rity to enforce obedience, nor prudence to maintain 
order among his ſcholars ; ſo that the ſchool dege- 
nerated into anarchy and confuſion, and he himſelf 
d aindled in the opinion of his employers, wo look- 
ed upon him as ſuperannuated, and withdrew their 
children from his tuition. | 

Peregrine ſeeing this diſſolution of their ſociety, 
and finding himſelf every day deprived of ſome com- 
panion, began to repine at his ſituation, and reſol- 
ved, if poffible to procure his releaſe from the juri- 
diction of the perſon whom he both deteſted and 
deſpiſed. With this view-he wear to work and com- 
poſed the following billet, addreffed to the commo- 
dore, which was the firſt fpecimen of his compoſi- 
tion in the epiſtolary way: 


Honoured and loving uncle, 


Hrn you are in good health, this ſerves to 
| intorm you, that Mr Jennings is gone, and 
Mr Keyphick will never meet with his fellow. The 
{choul is already almoſt broke up, and the reff daily 
going away; end I beg of you ofall love to have me 
tetcht d away alſo, for I catzzot bear to be any longer 
under one whe is a perfect iguoramus, who ey 
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knows the declination of mufa, and is more fit t© 
be a ſcar-ſcrow than a ichool-maſter 3 boping you 


will ſend for me ſoon, with my lore to my aunt and 


my duty to my honvured parcnts, craving their 
bleſling and yours. And this is alt at preſent from, 
honoured uncle, your well-beloved and dutiful ne- 
phew and godſon, and humble fervant to command 


till death, 


PEREGRINE PiCKLY 


Trunnion was overjoyed at the receipt of this let- 
ter, which he looked upon as one of the greateſt c{- 


' forts ot human genius, and as fach communicated. 
the contents to his lady, whom he had diſturbed tor 


the purpoſe in the middle of her devotion, by ſend- 
ing a meffage to her cloſes, whither it was her cuſ- 
tom very frequently to retire. She was out of hu- 
mour at being interrupted, and, therefore, did nor 
purſue this ſpecimen of her nephew's underſtanding 
with all the reliſh that the commodore himſelf had 
enjoyed: on the contrary, after ſundry paralyticab 
endeavours to ſpcak, (tor her tongue ſometimes re- 
fuſed its office) ſhe obſer ved that the boy was a pert 


jackanapes, anddcferved to be ſeverely chaſtiſed far 


tteating His beiters with ſuch direſpec. Her huf- 


band undertook, his godſon's defence, repreſenting 


with great warmth that he knew Keypſtick to be « 


good for nothing pimping old rafcal, and that Per- 
V ſhewed a great deal of ſpirit and good ſende in 


deſiring to be taken from under his command; he, 


therefore, declared that the boy ſhould not live a 


week longer with ſuch a ſhambliog ſon of a birch, 


and ſanctioned his declaration with. abundance. of 


his $3449 37 WIG) 443521 ingtie 
Mrs Trunnion, compofing her countenanee into 
e H 3 | a look. 
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3 9 
1 y a look of religious demureneſs, rebuked him for his 
4 profane way of talking; and aſked in a magiſterial 
1 tone, if he intended never to lay afide that brutal 
= behaviour? Erritated at this reproach, he anfwered 
9 in terms of indignation, that he knew how to behave 
_ himſelf as well as e'er a woman that wore a head, 
19 bade her miad ker own affairs, and with another re- 
petition of oaths, gave her to underſtand that he 
would be maſter in his own houſe. 

This inſinuation operated upon her ſpirits like 
Triftion upon a glaſs globe; her face gleamed, with 
retentment; andevery pore ſeemed to emit particles 
of flame. She replied with incredible ftuency ot tile 
bitrereſt expreflions. He retortedequat rage in brok- 
en dints and incoherent imprecations. She rejoin- 

ed with redoubled fury, and in conclufion he was 
fain to berake himſelf to flight, ejaculating curſes. 
againſt her; ant munering fomerhing concerning, 
the brandy- bottle, which; however, he took care 


1 mould never reach her ears. 

Prom his own houſe he went dire&y to viſit Mrs 
| - Pickle, ro whom he imparted Peregiine's epiſtfe 
„ with many encomiums upon the boy's promiſing 


0 parts: and finding his commendations but coldly re- 
1 ceived, defired' ſhe would permit him to take his 
| godſorr under his own are. 

[| This ledy, whoſe family was now increafed by a- 
| nother fon'whoteemed to ingroſs her care for the 
| preſent, had nor feen Perry during a courſe of four 

years, and with regard to him, was perfectly wean- 

| ed ot that in{irmity known by che name of maternal 
| _ - fondneſs; he, therefore copfented' to the commo- 
15 dore's requęſt witlli great chndeſcenſion, and a polite 
N. compliment to hit on the concern he had all alopg 


1 

1 | manifeſted for the welfare of the chile. 
| MALT TILL 
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en Ap. Nit. 


The commodore takes Peregrine under his gwn care. 


The 675 arrives at the garriſon, —is | rangely re- 
i T's x 4 Fs ' * 

cerved by his can wether ;—enters into a confede- 

racy with Hatchway and Pipes, and executes d cou- 


"ple of waggi/h enterpriſes npan his aunt. 


RUNNION, having obtained this permiſſion 
thar very afternoon” diſpatched the lieutenant 
in a poſt-cbaiſe to Keypſtick's houſe, from whence 
in two days he retuened with ours young hero; who 
deing now in the eleventh year of his age, had out- 
grown the expectation of all his family, and was re- 
m arkable ſor che beauty and elegance of His perſon 
His god-farher was tranſported at his arrival, as if 
he had been actually the iſſue of his own lojus. He 
fhook him heartily by the Hand, turned him found 
and round, ſurveyed him from top to bottom, bade 
Hatchway take notice how handſomely he was built 
ſqueezed bis hand again, ſaying, „Hama ye, you 
dog, I ſuppoſe you don't value fuch an old crazy ton 
of a bitch as me, a ropes end. _ : 
Lou have forgot how I wont to dandle you on my 
knee, when you was a little urchin no bigger than 
the Davit, aud played a thouſand tricks upon me, 
burning my bacco-pouches and poiſoning my rumbo 
O! damn Jes you can grin falt enough I ſee; I War- 
rant you have learnt more things thay wiftiug and 
the Latin lingo,” Eyen . Pipes expreſſed un- 
ommon ſutis faction on this joyful occaſſon; and 
zar 18 * * 211 „ . coming 
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comingup toPerry, thruſt forth his fore paw, and 


accoſted him with the ſalutation of What chear, 


my young maſter? I am glad to ſee thee with all my 
heart.“ Theſe compliments being paſſed, his uncle 
halted to the door of his wife's chamber, at which 
he ſtood hollowing, Here's your kinſman Perry, 
belike you won't come and bid him welcome.” 
Lord] Me Trunnion, faid ſhe, why will ybu con- 
tinually haraſs me in this manner with your imper- 
tinent intruſion !* © Tharrow you, replied the com- 
modore ; *{blood ! I believe your upper works are 
damaged, I only came to inform you that here was 
your coufin, whom you have not ſeen theſe four 
long years; and I'll be damn'd if chere is ſuch ano- 
ther of his age within the king's dominions, d'ye 
ſee, either for make or mettle : he's a credit to the 
name, d'ye ſee, but damn my eyes I'Il ſay no more 
of the matter; if you come you may, if you wont 
you may let it atone.” Well, I wont come then 
(anſwered his yoke- fellow) for I am at preſent more 
agreeably employed.“ „ Oho i you arc ? I believe 
fo too ;“ cried the commodore, making wry faces, 
and mimicking the action of dramdrinking. 

Then addrefling himſelf to Hatchway, ** Prithee 
Jack, (ſaid he) go and try thy {kill on the ſtubborn 
hulk ; if any body_can bring her about I know you 
wool.” The lieutenant accordingly taking his ſta- 
tion at the door, conveyed his perſuaſicn in theſe 
words, What, won't you turn out and hail lite 
Perry ? It will do your heart good to ſee ſuch a page” 

ſome young dog; I'm ſure he is the very moral ct 
you, and as like as if he had been ſpit out of your 
own mouth, as che ſaying is; do ſhew alittle reſpec 
for your &inſman, can't you?“ ſhe replied in a 
wild tone of voice, ** Dear Mr Hatchway, you are 
always teazing one in ſuch a manner; of want it 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. . 93 
natural affection; ſo ſaying, ſhe opened the door, 
and advancing to the' hall where her nephew ſtood, 
received him very graciouſly, and obſerved that he 
was the very image of her papa. | 

In the afternoon he was conducted by the commo- 
dore to the houſe of his parents; and, ſtrange to 
tell, no ſooner was he preſented to his mother than 
her countenance changed, ſhe eyed him with tokers 
of affliction and ſurprize, and burſting into tcars, ex- 
claimed her child was dead; and this was no other 
than an impoſtor whom they had brought to defraud 
her ſorrow. Trunnion was confounded at this un- 
accountable paſſion, which had no other foundation 
than caprice and whim ; and Gamaliel himſelf was ſo 
diſconcertcd and vnlettled in_his own belief, which 
began to waver, that he knew not how to behave to- 
wards the boy, whom his godtather immediately car- 
rie d back to the garriſon, ſwearing all the way that 
Perry ſhould never croſs their threfholdagain with his 
good will. Nay, ſo much was he incenſed at ihis 
unnatural and abſurd renunciaticn, that ber fi fed 
to carry on any further correſpondence with Vick'e, 
until he was appeaſcd by his {o!'cirativns and {4 bmiſiie 
on, and Peregrine owned as his ſon avd heir. But 
this acknowledgement was made without the privi- 
ty of his wife, whoſe vicious averſion he was vblig - 
ed, in appearance, to adopt. Thus exiled from his 


father's houſe, the young gentleman was left entire- 


ly to the diſpoſal of the commodore, whoſe affecti- 
on for him daily increafed, inſomuch that he could 
ſcarce prevail upon himſelf to part with him, when 


bis education ablolutely rcquired that he ſhould be 
otherwiſe diſpoſed of. 


Isa all probability, this extraordinary attachment 
was, it not produced; at leaſt riveted by that pecu- 
liar turn in Peregrine's imagination, which we have 
alrcady 


N. 
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already, obſerved z and which, duriag his refidence 


in the caſtle, appeared in ſundry ſtratagems he prac- 


tiſed upon his uncle and avnt, under the auſpices 
of Mr Hatchway, who afſiſted him in the contri- 
vance and execution of all his ſchemes. Nor was 
Pipes exempted from a ſhare in their undertakings; 
for, being a truſty fellow, nor without dexterity in 
ſome caſes, and altogether reſigned to their will, 


they found him a ſerviceable inftrument for their 
purpoſe, and uſed him accordingly. 


The firſt ſample of their art was exhibited upon 
Mrs Trunnlon. They terrified that good lady with 
ſtrauge noiſes when_the retixed to her devotion. 
Pipes was a natural genius in he compolition of diſ- 
cords ; he could imitate the ſounds produced by the 
winding of a jack, the filigg of a ſaw, and the 


ſwinging of a malefattor hanging in chains, hie could 


counterfeit the braying of an aſs, and the fereech- 
ing of a night-owl, the caterwauling of cats, the 


howling of a dog, the ſqueaking of a pig, the crow- 


ing of a cock; and he had learned the war-koop 
uitcred by the Indians in North America. Theſe 
talents were exerted ſucceſſively at different times 
and places, to the terror of Mes Trunnion, the diſ- 
compoturc ot the commodore himſelf, and the con- 
ſternation of all the ſervants jn the caſtle. Pere- 

rine, with à ſheet over his cloathes, ſometimes 


" tumbled before his aunt in the twilight, when her 


organs of viſion were a little impaired by the cordi- 
al ſhe had ſwallowed ; and the boatſwain's mate 


taught him to ſhoe cats with walnut ſhells, fo that 


they made a molt dreadfnl clatteriag in theirnottur- 
nal excurſions. The mind of Mes Trunnion was 


not à-Hitle difturbed by theſe alarms, which, in her 


opinion portended the death of ſome principal 


perſon in the family; ſhe redoubled her religious 


exerciſes, 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
xerciſes, and fortified her ſpirits with freſh Ex 
ons; nay, ſhe began to take notice that Vir 5 un- 
jon's conſtitution was very much broke, and ſeem- 
1 difatisfied when people obſerved that they never 
zw him look better. Her frequent viſits to the clo- 
„ where all her conſolation was depoſited, inſpir- 
/the confederates with advice which had like 10 
we been attended with tragical conſequences. 
hey found an opportunity to infuſe jallap in one of 
er caſe bottles, and ſhe took ſo largely of this me- 
cine, that her conſtitution had well nigh ſunk un- 
er the violence of its effect. She. ſuffered a ſuc- 
eon of fainting fits that reduced her to the brink 
the grave, in ſpite of all the remedies that were 
Iminiſtred by a phyſician who was called in the 
ginning of her diſorder. After having examined 
be ſymptoms, he declared that the patient had been 
diſoned with arſenic, and preſcribed oily draughts 
d lubricating injections to defend the coats of the 
pmach and inteſtines from the vellicating particles 
f that pernicious mineral; at the ſame time,hinting 
ith a look of infinite ſagacity, that it was not dif- 
cult to divine the whole myſtery. He affeded to 
eplore the poor lady, as if ſhe was expoſed to more 
ttempts of the ſame nature; thereby glancing ob- 
quely at the innacent commodore, whom the of- 
cious ſon of Æſculapius ſuſpected as the author of 
his expedient, to rid his hands of a yoke-fcllow 
or whom he was well known to have no great de- 
tion. This impertinent and malicious infinuation 
ade ſome Impreſſion upon the Peer aad 


ils of 'runnion, who was repreſented through the 


afferer herſelf, though ſhe behaved with great de- 


ſonic 


rniſhed ample field for ſlander, to aſperſe the mo- 
hole diſtrict as a monſter of barbarity. Nay, the 


ncy and prudence, could not help entertaining | 
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ſome {mall diflidence of her huſband, not that 
imagined he had any deſign upon her lite, but 1 
he had been ar pains to adulterate the brandy v 
a view bf detachingher from that favourite Iiqu 
On this ſuppoſition, ſhe refolved to act with me 
caution for the future, without ſetting on foot a 
inquiry about the affair; while the commodore! 


puting her indiſpoſition to ſome natural cauſe, at- 


the danger vas paſt, never beſtowed a thought up 
the ſubject; ſo that the perpetrators were quit 
their fear, which, however, had puniſhed them 
effectually, that they never would hazard any me 
jokes of the ſame nature. We 

The ſhafts of their wit were now directed agai 
the commander himſelf, whom they teized and t 
rified almoſt out of his ſenſes. One day while 
was at dinner, Pipes came and told him that the 
was a perſon below that wanted to ſpeak with hi 
immediately about an affair of the greateſt impc 
rance, that would admit of no delay ; upon whic 
he ordered the ſtranger to be told that he was c 
gaged, and that he muſt ſend up his name and b 
ineſs. To this demand he received for anſwer 
meſſage, importing that the perſon's name was ut 
known to him, and his buſineſs of ſuch à natur 
that it could not be diſcloſed to any one but the co: 
modore himſelf, whom he earneſtly deſired to ſe 
without loſs of tine. Sat. 

Trunnion, ſurpriſed at this importunity, got u 
with great reluctance in the middle of his meal, an 
deſcending to a parlour where the ſtranger was, alk 


ed in a furly tone, what he wanted with him in ſuc} 


a damn'd hurry, that he-cou!d not wait till he h. 
made an ar of his meſs. The other, not at 
diſconcerted at this rough addreſs, advanced clol 


up to him on his tiptoes, and with a look of conf 
| den 
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hat dence and conceit, laying his month to one ſide of 
ut ig the commedore's head, whitperec ſoftly to his ear, 
xd GL dir, I am the aitor ney whom you w antcd * con- 
1quy veric with in private.“ Che attorney | (cried 
mg Trunnon, flaving avd but chonked with choler.) 
ot al Yes, Sir, at your ſervice, replied this retainer to 
rei the Jaw ; and if ron pleate, the fooner we diſpatch 
the affair the bazter; for tis an dd ohtervation, that 
Opy delay breeds danger, ” „ Truly, brother (aid the 
uit commodore, who could no longer contain himſelf,) 
I do confeſs that I am very much of your way of 
mode} Linking, d'ye fee 3 and therefore, you fhall be diſ- 

| paiched in a trice ; {o ſaying, helificd uphis walk- 
SUS ing Kaff, which was ſomething between a crutch 
die and a cudgel, and diſcharged it with ſuch energy 
le on the ſeat of he attorney's underſtanding, that if 
the there had been any thing but ſolid bone, the contents 
of his ſkull muſt have been evacumted. 

Forilicd as de was by nature againſt all ſuch a- 
Mwults, he could not withitand the momentum of 
the bow. which in an inſtant laid him flat on the 
floor, deprived of all ſenſe aud motion; and Trune 
nion hopped vp ſtairs to dinner, applauding himſelf 
in ejaculations all the way for the vcogeance he had 
taken on ſuch an impudent pettifogging miſereant. 

The attorney no ſuoner awaked from his trance, 
into which he hed been ſo unexpectedly lulled, than 
he caſt his ey es around in quell of evidence, by which 
he might be enabled the more eaſily to prove the 
injury he bad ſuſtained ; but not a foul appearing, 


=. 


ihe wade ſhift to get upon his legs again, and with 
b "the blood trickbng over his nofe, tollowed one of 


the ſervants into the dining-reom, refolved to come 
to an explanation with the allailant, and either ex- 
tort money from him by wayot CatisfaCl tion, or to pro- 
veke ivim to a ſecond application before witneſſes. 


i 
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With this view hc entered the room in a peal of 
clamngur, to the amazement ef all preſent, and che 
terror of Mrs Trunnion, who ſhricked at the ap- 
pearance of fuch a ſpectacle; and addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the commodore, © V!l tell you what, Sir, 
111d he, if there be law io Eagland, I'll make you 
ſmart for this affault; you fancy you have ſcreen- 
ed yourſelf from a proſecution, by ſending all your 
tcrvants out of the way, but that circumſtance will 
{ypear upon trial to by a plain proof of the malice 
prepenſe with which the fact was committed: eſpe— 
cially when corroboraicd by the evidence of this 
here letter under your own hand, whereby I am 
deſired to come to your own houſe to tran{act an 
affairs of conſequence; ſo ſaying, he produced the 
writing, and read che contents in theſe words: 


a 


- 


wa 22 
Mx RocER Raving, 


Sir, 2 _ 
EIN G in a manner priſoner in my own houſe, 
I defire you will give me a call preciſely at 
three o'clock in the afternopn, and inſiſt upon ſee- 
ing myſelf, as I have an affair of greatconſequence, 
in which your particular advice is wanted by your 
humble ſervant, 


TawSER LRUNNION 


= 


= 


The one-eyed commander, who had been ſatisſi- 
ed with the chaſtiſcment he had already beſtewed 
upon the plaintitk, hearing him read this. audacious 
piece of for gery, which he conſidered as the effect 
of his own villany, ſtarted up from table, and ſeiz- 
ing a huge turkey that lay in a diſh before him, 


would 
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would have applied it ance and all by way of poul- 

tice to his wound, had he not been reſtrained by 

Hachway, who laid faft hold on both his arms, 

fixed im to his chair again, adviſing the atiors 
ney to ſh-cr off with What he had gon. Far trom 

following this filinary counſcl, he redoubled his 
threats, and ſet Iruanton at deftance, teiling him ne 
was not a man of truc cou nye, although he had 
commanded a ſhip of war, or elic he would ust 
have attacked any perſon in ſuch a cowardiy and 
clandeſtine manner. This provocation would have 
anſwered his purpoſe effectualiy, had not is aden 
ſary's indignation been repreſſed by the ſuggsftion ut 
the licutenaut, who deſired his friend in a viiper 
to be eaſy, for be would take care to have the ate 
torney toſſed in a blanket for his preſumpiicn. This 
propolal, which he received with great apprebatton, 
pacined him in a moment; he vipcdthe tweat aaa 
his torehead, and his fcarurcs reed into agrin 


ſmile. P 


Hatchwayg diſappeared, and Ravine proceeded 
with great fluency of abuſe, until he was interrupt 
ed by the arrival of Pipes, who, without any ex- 


poſtulation, led him out by the hand, aud cunduct- 


ed him to the yard, where he was put into a car— 
pet, and in a twinkling ſent into the air, by the 
ſtrength and dexterity of ive (tout operators, whom 
the licutenant had ſclected trom the number of da- 
iceitics tor that tingui.artpel of duty. 

In vain did the aitonithed vaulter beg for thelove 
of God and pailivn of Chritt, that they wouid take 
pity upon him, and put an end to his inveluumumwmry 
gambols ; they were deaf to his prayers aud protci- 
tations, even when he ſwore in the molt jolewn 
manner, that it they would cea'e rorucutiog him, 


he would. forget and forgive what was pallcd, aud 
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depart in peace to his own habitation 3 and continn= 

ed the game till they were fatigued with the excr- 

| cile. : 

1 Ravin being diſmiſſed in a molt Selanenen plight, 

T| br ough t an action of affault and battery 134 ift the 
| 


COmac odore, and e i'd all the ſervants as Evie 
dences in the eaule; but as none of them had fee 

| what happencd, he. did not and his account in the 

profecuiion, though he himfelf examined all the wit— 

| neſſes, and among cther quet! ions, aftked whether 

they hat not ſeen him come in lik another man? 

| | in ſuch a condition as that in which he had crawt- 

| cd off ? But this laft interrogation they were not ob- 

liged to anfwer, becauic it l. ad reference to the fee 


Ind diſcipline pad under gone, in which they, 

| and they Galy were concerned: and no Perivn 13 
| bound to give teftimony again vi 

| in ſhort the attoracy was nonſuited, to the ſatis» 

* faction of all who kuew bim, and rh himſelf un— 


R_ 


der the neceſſity of proving that he had received in 
courſe of poſt the letter which was declared in court 
a icancatous forgery; in order to prevent un indict. 
ment with Which he was threatened by the commo— 
dore, who little dreamt that tlie whole affair had 
been planned and executed by Peregrine and his 
aſſociates. 
i he next enterprize in which this triumvirate ene 
gage d, was a ſcheme to frighten Prunnjon with an 
apparition, which they prepared and exhibited in 
ais manner. 'To the hide of a large ox, Piocs ſit- 
ted a leathern vizar of a mot terridle appearance, 
n firetiched on the jaws of a ſhark which he hal 
. 7 from ! 3 and accommodated with a couple 
f br ond glaites infienad of eycs. On the 1nnde oc 
15 ſe he placed two rath Uighis, and with a compoult- 
tion ot teiphar and faltpetre, ade 2 pretty large 
- tule, 


1 — 
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faſe, Which he fixe! BY wen tworows of the teeth. 
Tnis Squipage being aimed, he, one dark night, 
choſen for the purp. Try bit if 1 „ und rollowing 
the commodore into hy wh ng TEE: Je in WAICH Ie was 
pie ed by P. rey v ib ght in ais hand, kin led 
his fire-work with 4 mitch, am! began to bello 
like a bull. The boy, as it was £015 erted, io! „Ling 
ae hin, ſcrei ned aloul, 1 * 0 deap ped rhe light, 
which was extigguimcd inthe fall: waen Frunniog, 
atarmed at his neohev's e ann Fe op CXCtaimed, 
se 25nd; 1 what's the minnce ?” And turn! 17 a 
bout to fee the evile of his s difmay, D=ehcid a nide-— 
OUS phant OM Fanning ) bl: 10 5 which ag2ravite 
ed the horrors of its atpelt, Hz was eitantiy ſeiz- 
ed with un agoay Th E. Wii livetted him of 
his realon; nsverthsleis, hoy as it were nischavical- 
ly, ratied his tr. die unh ZOCLEC in his own defence, 
and the anparition advancing towards him, anne! 
it at this dreadtul aangyance with ſuch a convilliy. 
excrijon of itrenin, that had not the blov chan 
ced to li: gut u, mene oc the h dens, Mr Uines hh 
bave had ao cat to valiſ2 himielt upon his javen— 
tion. Miizpplicd as it was, he did not fail to ſtag- 
ger at the ſhock, and dreading another ſuch falut a 
tion, cloted with the commodore and having trip 
ped up his heels, 8 with great expedition. 
It was then that Perporine, pretending to recelleck 
himielt a lite, ran with all the m. rk of diſtor- 


;7-- $ 


baace and afrriglit nd called up the ſervants tothe 


aſſitance of their mts r, whoa they found in a 
cold went upon the door, Fis features bstokening. 
horror and contuſion, Batcaway raifed hin 
up, and h wing coumtorted him with A cup of Nantz, 
began to inguirs juto the cauſe of his ditorder: but 
Be could not exact one word of anſwer from his 
friend, Who, alter a confidcrable pauſe, during 


which 


— 
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whick he {ſeemed to be wrapped vp in profound con- 


templation, pronounced aloud, “ By the Lord! 
Jack, yon may ſay what you woo!; but I'll be damn'd 


if it was not Davy Jones himielf: I know him by, 


his ſaucer eyes, his three rows of teeth, his horns 
and tail, ard the blue ſmoak that came out of his 
noſtrils What does the black guard hell's baby 
want with me? Pm fare I never commited murder, 
except in the vay of my profe ſſion, nor wronged any 
man whatſomever fince I firſt went to ſea.” I his 
ſame Davy Jones, according to the mytholegy of 


failors, is the fiend that preſides over all the evil ſpi- 


Tits'of the deep, ard is often ſeen in various ſhapes, 
perching among the rigging on the eve of hurrica- 
nes, ſhipwrecks, and other diſaſters, to which a ſea- 
faring life is expoſed; warning the devited wretch of 
death and woe. No wonder then that 'Trunnion was 
diſturhed by a ſuppoſed viſit of this damon, which, 
in his opinion, foreboded ſome dreadful calamity. 


E H A f. NIV. 
He is alla by their device engaged in an adventure 
- with the exciſeman, who does not find his account in 


lis gun drollery. 


Owfoever prepoſterous and unacconntable that 
k 4 paſſion may be, which prompts perſons other- 


wiſe generous, and ſympathiſing, to afflict and per- 


plex their fellow- creatures, certain it is, our con- 


federates entertained ſuch a large proportion of it, 


that not ſatisfied with the pranks they had already 
played, they ſtill perſecuted the commodore without 
ceaſing. In the courſe of his own hiſtory, the par- 
ticulars of which he delighted to recount, he had 


often reheaſed an adventure of deer-ſtealing; in 


wich 


„ „ . „ eas BY) + Ha 


r wm © eS ia. = 


aa 1. = & ww a 83A 


of = 


ae 


TEREGRINE -PICKLE, 103 
which (during the vrihinking impetvofiily of his 
youth) he had been untortunately concerned, Far \ a 
trom ſurceeding in that atchievement, he and his 
aſlociates had (it ſeems) been made prifoners, after 
an obſtinate engagement with the keepers, and car- 1 
ried before a neighbouring juſtice of peace, who uſ- | 
ed Prunnion with.great dignity, and with his com- | 
panions committed him to jail. | 
lis own relaſions, and in particular an uncle on | 
whom he chiefly depended, treated him during his a 
confinement with great rigour and inhumauity, and S 
abſolutely refuſed to interpoſe his influence iu his be- | 
halt, unleis he would fign a writing, obliging him- 
ſelf to go to ſea within thirty days after his relcaſe, 
under the penalty of being proceeded againit as a fe- | 
lon. The alternative was either to undergo this vo- i 
luntary exile, or remain in priſon diſowned and de- 
ſerted by every body, and, atter all, ſuffer an igno- 
minious trial that might end in a ſentence of trapſ- 
portation for life. He, therefore, without much 
heſitation, embraced the propoſal of his kinſman, and 
(as he obſerved) was in leſs than a month after his 
diſcharge turned adritt to the rer of the wind and 
waves. 

Since that period, he had never maintained any 
correſpondence with his relations, all of whom had 
concurred in ſending him off; nor would he ever 
pay the leaſt regard to the humiliations and ſoppli-- 
cations of ſome among them, who had proſtrated 
themſelves before him, on the advancement of his. 
fortune: but he retained a moſt invererate reſent- 
ment againſt his uncle, who was ſtill in being, tho? 
extremely old and infirm, and frequently men— 
tioned his name with all the bitterneſs of re- 


venge. 2 
Perry being perfectly well acquainted with tze 
Er. of this ſtory, 1 he had heard ſo of- F | 
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teu repeated, propoſed to Hatchway, that a perſon 
ſhould be hired to introduce himſelf to the coinmo- 
dore, with a ſuppoſitious letter of recommendation 
from this detelled linkman; an importion that, 'n 
ail NIikciagod would allord abundance ot diver— 
Aion, 

The leutcnant reliihed the ſcheme : and young 
Pickl: having compoled an epiſtle for the occaliou, 
the exciileman of the pariſh, a fellow of great impu— 
dence and ſome humour in whom Hatchway could 
conlide, undertook to rran{cribe and debver it with 
his own hand, and alto perlonate the min in whaſe 
ſavour jt was teigned to be writ,, He, accordingly, 
ond morning arrived on horſeback at the garriſon, 

two hours at lealt before Prunnion uſed to get up, 
and pave Pipes, who admitted him, to vnderitand, 
that he had a letter tor his maſter, which he was on- 
de red to dcliverto noue but the commodore himtelt 
Thie mieſſage was no ſooner communicated, thas 
the inlignant chief (who had been waked for the 
purpote) be gan to curſe the meſl-nger tor breaking 
his relt, aad {wore he would not badge til bis win - 
attac of turning out, This rctolutlon being cone 
veyed to the ſtranger, he delired the carrier (o go 
back aud tell him, he had ſuch joyful tidings to im- 
part, thut he was ſure the commodore would think 
himſclt amply rewarded tor his trouble, even if he 
had been raiſed from me grave to receive them. 
This - alurance, flattering as it was, would not 
have been powerful enough to perſuule him, had it 
not bern allifted with the exhortatious of his ſponſe 
which never failed to influence his conduct. Ile, 
therefore, crept out of bed, though nor without 
great repugnance, and wrapping himtelf in his mor- 
ming-gown, was ſupported down ſtairs, rubbing hi; 
eye, yawning feartully, aud grumbling all the way. 


As tvon as lic popt lis head into the parlour, the 
| luppoſed 


a n pom \ — n nn 0. Ce 


by 


— - 


e 
4 


with a grinning aſpect accolted him in theſe words; 
% Your mott humble fervant, moit noble commo= 


dore! I hope you are in good health, you look pure 


and hearty; aud it it was not for that misfortune of 


your eye, one would not deſhte to fee a more plea- 


fant countenance in alummer's day, oure as Lam 
a living foul, one would take you to be on this fide 


of threcicore. Lud nclp us [ I ſhould have known | 


you to be a Tramin if | nad met with you in the 
ruidit of Sullibury plain as the faying is“ Tue con- 
modote who was nut at a in the humour of relitize 

ſach in impertinent preamble, interrupted him 
in his place, ſaying, with a previſh accen, © Pihay 


plhaw ! brother, there's no dccadon to boss out ſo. 


much unueceliiry gum; if you can't bring your dit- 
court: to deut on the right fubjet, you had much 
better clipt a Rtupner on your toague, and bring 
yourſelf up, d've les: 1 was told you had ſomsthing 
to deliver,” 4+ I): liver! (cricd the waggiſh impoſture 
odd's heart! I have got loa -thiag for you that will 


make your very intrails rejoice within your body. 


Here's a letter from a dear and worthy friend of 
yours. Lake, read it, and be happy. Bleſlings on 
his old heart} one would think he hall rengwed his 
age like the eagles.” Trunoizn's expedtation being 
thus raiſed, he called for his ſpectacles, adjuſted them 
to his eye, took the letter, and being curious to 
know the ſubſcriptiog, no ſooner perceived his un- 

cl:*4 name, than he ſtarted back his lip quivered and 
hc yegan to hake inevery ln whh r2{entment and 
ſurpriſe: neverthelets, azor te know ſubject of 
40 epiſtle | ma peston wan heatvér before rou- 
bl:d him with aay rt 07 ad riots, he endcavourtd 
to rccolleét himlel?, ant peruled TY contents, Which 
were theiec „ Loving Nepigyys 


} Doubt * het you will be reju.ccd to hear of | 


my welfarc; and Well zou may, coubdering wit _ 


* 
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Tapnyoſed [rranger made divers aukward bows, aud 
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youth, and how little you deſerved any ſuch thing, 


A 


this is not the Cauſe of my preſent writing. The 


of yours, being the fon of the couſin ot your aunt 


: 


3 
47 
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for ſome poſt in the exciſe or cuſtoms, it ſo be that 
you will recommend him to fome great man of your 
acquaintance, and give him a {mall matter to keep him 
till he is provided. I doubt pot, nephew, but you 
will be glad to ſerve him, if it was no more but for 
the reſpect you bear to me, Who am, 
ob” Loving Nephew, | 
Your aff:{tionate Uncle, 
and Servantto command, 
'ToBilan 1RUNNI1ON.” 
It would be a difficult taſk for the inimitable Ho- 
garth himſelf to exhibit the ludicrous expreſſion of 
the commodore's countenance, while he read this 
letter. It was not a ſtare of aſtonithment,' a con- 
vulfion of rage, or a ghaſtly grin of revenge, but 
an aflociation; of all three, that took poffeſfion of 
his features. At length he hawked up with incre- 
dible ſtraining; the'interjeicn Ah! that ſeemed to 
have ſtuck ſome time in his windpipe, aud thus gave 
vent to his indignation ; “ Have I come aleng-fide 
of you at leſt, you old ſtinking curmudgeon ! you 
lie, you louſy hulk, ye lie! you did all ia your 
power to founder me when I was a ſtrippling; and 
as for being gracelefs, and wicked, and keeping bad 
company, you tell a damn'd he again, you thief ; 
Tice was not a more peaccable lad in the country . 
7 FE F 1 an 


— 0 
— * 
— 

—— 


A a 


- % 7 
N 


. 


—_ 


2 kind uncle I have been to you in the- days of your 


for you was always a graceleſs young man, given to 
wicked courſes and bad company, whereby you would | 
have come to a ſhameful end, had it not been for 
my care in ſending you out of miſchief's way. But 


Wo bearer, Mr Timothy Trickle, is a diſtant relation 


Margery, and is not over and above well as 10 world. 
1y matters. He thinks of going to London, to ſee 
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l kept no bad company but your own d'ye ſte. 
ere fore, you Trickle, or what's your name, tell 
old raſcal that ſent you hither, that I ſpit in his 
e, and call him Horſe ; that I tear his letter into 
, fo; and that Itrample upon it as I would up- 
bis own villanovs carcaſe, d'ye ſee.” So ſaying 
danced in a fort of frenzy upon the tragments 
t the paper, which he had ſcattered about the 
Sm to the inexpreſſible ſatistaction of the trium- 
virate, who beheld the ſcene. N 
The exciſcman having got between bim and the 
door which was left open for his cſcape, in caſe of 
neceſmy, affected great confuſion and ſurpriſe at 
bis behaviour, ſaying, with an air of mortification, 
„Lord be mercitul unto me! is this the way you 
treat your own relations, and the recommendation 
Xt your beſt friend ? ſurely all gratitude and virive 
has left this inful world ! what will couſin Tim, and 
Dick, and Tom, and good mother Pipkin, and 
her daughters, couſin Sue, ayd Prue, and Peg, 
with all , reſt of our kins folk ſay, when they hear 
of this unconſcionable reception that, I have met 
with? Confider, Sir, that ingratitude is worſe than 
the ſin of witchcraft, as the apoſtle wiſely oblerves- 
and do not ſend me away with ſuch unchriſtian u- 
ſage, which will lay a heavy load of guilt upop your 
poor miſerable foul.” “„ What, you are on the 
cruize for a poſt, brother Trickle, an't ye! (ſaid 
Trunnion, interrupting him) we ſhall find a poſt 
for you in a trice, my boy. Here Pipes take this 
faucy ſon of a bitch, be-lay him to the whipping- 
poſt in the yard. Vil teach you to rowce me in the 
morning with ſuch impertinent meſſages.” Pipes, 
who wanted to carry the joke farther than the ex- 
cileman dreamt of, laid hold of him in a twinkling, 
and executed the orders of his commander, not- 
withſtanding all his nods, winking and fignificant 
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